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e¢ EAK!” was the verdict; and he fell fore- 


doomed 
To eyes that could not pierce the battle’s dust, 
Nor mark the giant Sin, which o’er him loomed, 
Take from his dying hand its mortal thrust. 
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An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1907 is now ready, and will be 
mailed free of charge to any reader, upon request. 


a 
The World’s Bible 


Every confessed follower of Christ is daily help- 
ing or harming Christ's cause among men. For, 
while those who have not accepted Christ are under 
just as much obligation to do his will as those who 
have accepted him, nevertheless it is to his followers 
that the world properly looks for evidence in favor of 
or against Christ’sclaims. It has been said that ‘‘ the 
Christian, very frequently, is the only Bible that the 
world can be induced to read." Are the pages of our 
life presenting, or misrepresenting, our Saviour to the 
world? The world’s power to read is mercilessly 


keen. 
> 4 
Willingness a Test of Fitness 


There is no provision in God's plan for the un- 
willing worker. The man who looks on work as a 
misfortune to be avoided, instead of a blessing to 
be.sought, is neither a fit leader nor a fit follower. A 


city church invited as a ‘‘supply’’ for its vacant 
pulpit a minister whom many thought would be the 
best man to call as pastor. The impression made on 
Sunday morning.was favorable. But at the Sunday- 
school service, which the visitor attended under pres- 
sure, he asked the superintendent, ‘‘How much 


would I be expected to do in the Sunday-school ?’’ - 


The question put an end to all consideration of the 
minister's claims. ‘‘ Not that we would overwork 
our pastor,’’ the superintendent explained, ‘‘ but we 
need a leader who will teach us the joy of work.’’ 
Perhaps the unfavorable judgment thus formed was 
unjust to the minister; his query may have been 
merely unfortunately worded. But the church calls 
for eager workers. Not ‘‘how much must I do?’’ 
but, ‘‘ how much is there opportunity to do?'’ should 
be the question of God's servants. 


x 


Shall We Adapt Ourselves, 
or the Children ? 


When young people lack ‘‘interest’’ in the 
church, is it the young people's fault, or the church's? 
Young people are closer to the image of God in which 
they were created than are older people ; they have 
had less time to grow away from their heavenly heri- 
tage and endowment. They are naturally interested 
in their Father's business, provided it be interpreted 
‘0 them in their own language. When, in a Chris- 
tiin land, they are not interested, the trouble is not 
with them. Let us face this squarely. An investiga- 
tion that is remarkable in its disclosure of the facts as 
to young people's attitude toward church and Sun- 
day-school has been conducted for The Sunday School 
Times by Professor William E. Ashcraft, formerly 
president of the Ohio Normal College. The results 
of the investigation are given in this issue of the 
Times. lis paper is worth reading, and marking, 
and keeping. There are ‘‘kindly nudges’’ in it, as 
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Being a Comfort 


T IS not only what we do, but even more what we 
are, that makes our lives count in their helpfulness 
to others. Some people are full of activity, even 

of aggressive helpfulness, and yet they are not always a 
comfort to their fellow-men. They have faults which 
mar the influence of their personality—dead flies 
which cause the oil of the perfumer to send forth an 
evil odor. They are not sweet, they lack humility, 
they are not unselfish. People do not go to them 
with their perplexities and sorrows. There is some- 
thing in their religion which mars its beauty. If we 
would be a comfort to others, our lives must be rich 
in lovingness. A mother said of her daughter, ‘‘She 
makes a beautiful climate for me.’ That is what we 
should make for the people who live near to us. 

In one of his epistles Paul speaks of certain of 
his friends as ‘‘men that have been a comfort unto 
me.’’ He was in prison, and in his loneliness 
these men had cheered and strengthened him. They 
had been kind to him, and their kindness had com- 
forted him. He mentions three men who had 
specially helped him in this way. The first was 
Aristarchus, whom he calls ‘‘my fellow-prisoner.”’ 
Perhaps he voluntarily stayed with the old minister in 
prison. No doubt he showed his love in many ways. 
Some one has defined a friend as ‘‘the person who 
comes in when all the world has gone out.’’ That is 
what Aristarchus had been to Paul. 

Another who had been a comfort to him was Mark. 
We are glad to. have Paul say this, for many years 
before Mark had failed hini, and the apostle would not 
trust him again. It is pleasant to know that Mark 


he considerately says. 
act on them. 


Let us take the nudges, and 


x 
Resisting the ‘“‘ Best Record” Danger 


Nothing leaves a man in a more dangerous con- 
lition than does success, If yesterday was one of 
the best days of your life, look out for to-day! The 
temptation of success is to stop trying. And that 
means stagnation and failure. In an enterprising 
trade paper, Salesmanship, a striking cartoon en- 
titled ‘Beat your own record’’ shows a salesman 
striding steadily ahead and away from his record of 
successive preceding months, The warning is given 
against being satisfied if one’s showing for the current 
month is ‘‘ as good as usual,’’ with the further sound 
counsel, ‘‘ Nothing is so dangerous as to be satisfied 
with even the best record you ever made yet.’’ God 
intends that we shall be dissatisfied with our best, — 
and most of us have plenty of reason to be. But 
even when we have outdone ourselves, God will help 
us to do better than our best, and to be intolerant of 
staying down on the low level of the highest yesterday 


of our lives. 
x 
Courage to be a Coward 


It takes courage at times to be known as a cow- 
ard, A small boy went to a country school where the 
custom prevailed of having each new boy fight the 
bully of the school. Having promised his parents 
not to fight, he refused to accept the challenge when 
the proverbial chip was knocked off his shoulder, 
and, of course, he was known as a coward. The 
young man who will not take a social glass has the 
taunt thrown at him that he is afraid to take it ; he 


‘must have the courage to admit that he is, or pay the 


price of his cowardly ‘‘courage.’’ Real bravery 
means being true whether we are understood or not. 


% 


to Other People 


lived long enough and well enough to win again his 
old friend’s confidence and affection. 

There is another name in this list of honor— 
‘Jesus that is called Justus.’’ Nota hint is given 
of the way he had been a comfort to the apostle. _ 
Perhaps he had just been kind to him, doing nothing 
that could be described, and yet his life full of little 
gentle ministries that helped Paul more bravely to 
endure his chain. At least he had been his friend, 
and just being a friend when one needs friends is 
something gloriously worth while. Some one has 
said, ‘‘ The greatest thing a man can do for his Heav- 
enly Father is to be kind to some of the Father's 
other children.’’ 

The’ friends that Paul names were a comfort to 
him because they sympathized with him with a 
sympathy that was not obtrusive, not officious, not 
always reminding him of his chain and prison, but 
that manifested itself in quiet, unostentatious, inspir- 
ing ways. The word comfort means to strengthen. 
It is like our noun cordial, in its old sense, some- 
thing that invigorates, exhilarates ; something that 
stimulates the circulation, making the pulses quicker, 
the life fuller. Paul's friends were cordial to him, 
not lessening his suffering nor lightening his burdens, 
but making him braver and stronger for endurance. 

Paul himself was a wonderful example of a man 
who was a comfort to others. What his life, with its 
rich fulness and its genius for friendship, must have 
been to those who came into personal companionship 
with him! What a privilege it was to his fellow- 
craftsmen to have him working with them at their 
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tent-making! We do not begin to realize what it 
means to us to live with certain people, to have them 
for friends, to drink from the fulness of their life. 
Harriet Prescott Spofford wrote of Phillips Brooks, 
after his death : 


‘¢ Perhaps we did not know how much of God 
Was walking with us, 
Surely not forlorn 
Are men, when such great overflow of heaven 
Brings down the light of the eternal morn 
Into the earth’s deep shadows, where they plod, 
The slaves of sorrow.’’ 


Men did not know how much of God was walking 
with them when they had Paul for companion, friend, 
teacher. The more closely we study his life and his 
words the more do we find of love, of the delicate re- 
finements of love, of all gentleness and kindness. 
The thirteenth of First Corinthians is matchless as a 
picture. It is like a dream in its beauty. But it 
was a dream which was realized in the writer's own 
life. ‘Love suffereth long, and is kind; love en- 
vieth not;... doth not behave itself unseemly, seek- 
eth not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account 
of evil." Some people praise this wonderful picture 
of love, but do not begin to live it. What a comfort 
we would be to each other if we really lived in all 
cur common days the teaching of this chapter! 

Paul teaches us to have not only a kindly heart, but 
a gracious manner. In his epistles he exhorts to the 
rarest delicacy of courtesy. Perhaps we do not give 
sufficient emphasis to this phase of Christian culture. 
We condemn lying, and well we may, but we forget 
that rudeness is a sin, too, as are also thoughtlessness, 
discourtesy, censoriousness, sharpness in speech or 
tone. Paul names ‘whatsoever things are lovely’’ 
among the ideal qualities of Christian character. Our 
religion should be beautiful, winning. We are to 
please others for their good, to edification. 

Those who live thus gently, thoughtfully, beauti- 
fully, will always be a comfort to others with whom 
they live. A pastor was commending religion to a 
boy, expressing the hope that he would give his heart 
to God in his youth. ‘‘ Religion is a continual joy,’’ 
he added. ‘‘ Look at your sister, Sarah. How much 
that dear girl enjoys her religion!’’ ‘* Yes,’’ an- 
swered the boy with frank candor, ‘‘Sade may enjoy 
her religion, but nobody else in the house enjoys it.’’ 
The boy's judgment may have been harsh and un- 
just, but there are professing Christians of whom it is 
true that their families do not enjoy their religion. 
It is not sweet. It is not a comfort to people. It is 
censorious, or exacting. It was a serious condemna- 
tion of this girl's religion that her family did’ not 
enjoy it. 

A close observer has said that ‘*many a sister 
spoils her testimony in the church by her tongue in 
the kitchen.’ Another has said, ‘* There are people 
who lead us heavenward, but stick pins in us all the 
way."’ In a conversation overheard on a railway 
train, one reports hearing this fragment of talk: 
‘Yes, I suppose she’s good,—I know she is. But 
she isn’t pleasant to live with.’’ A goodness that 
isn’t pleasant to live with is not the kind that is most 
needed. We may do all our duties faithfully, con- 
scientiously, bearing our share of the burdens and 
cares, and yet if we are not pleasant to live with, we 
fail in the most essential quality of love. An un- 
lovely spirit, frowns and chilling looks, sharp, im- 
patient words, overbalance the painstaking service 
that does so much to help in practical ways. What 
the person is mars the value of what he does. 

After all, being ‘‘ pleasant to live with’’ is one of 
the final tests of Christlikeness in Jife. You are care- 
ful never to fail to do all the little things of duty. 
Your friends never can say that you are inattentive to 
them, that you leave undone the kindly deeds of 
neighborliness or even brotherliness. But if, mean- 
while, you are not pleasant to live with, is there not 
something lacking? The ideal religious life is one 
that is a comfort to others as well asa help. It is 
gracious and winning in its spirit. It is a blessing to 
all it touches. It makes one a comfort not only in his 
own home, where even his dog is happier because the 
master is a ‘‘ Jesus Christian,’’ but in his church, 
among his neighbors, in the office or shop where he 
works. Then, withal, it makes him pleasant to live 
with, 

This word of Paul's really tests the Christian life of 
every one of us. Are we a comfort to people? Are 
the boys and girls a comfort to their mothers and 
fathers ? or do they vex them, fret them, keep them 
awake at night with anxiety? Are husbands and 
wives a real comfort to each other? Are we a com- 
fort to our neighbors, kindly, thoughtful, obliging, 
ready always to be helpful? It has been named as 


the mark of a gentleman that he never gives pain to 
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another. An English .poet called Jesus ‘the first 
true gentleman who ever breathed."’ He never gave 
pain to any one. Love characterized him in all cir- 
cumstances and experiences. Even ‘when he was 
being betrayed, he was still the refined gentleman. 
When he was being nailed on his cross, he prayed 
for his executioners. Love never failed him. He 
was always a comfort to others. 

We as Christ's followers should be so full of his 
spirit, have our lives so permeated with his grace, 
love, and meekness that we shall be a comfort to all 
men, and, above all, shall be a comfort to God. 
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A Good Word for Wivedbnes 


It is always helpful to have the light turned on 
an old subject from a new angle. The choice of 
night-time by Nicodemus, when he went to see Jesus, 
is usually interpreted as indicating timidity or cow- 
ardice. An Indiana reader and superintendent of 
public schools now has this thoughtful view to sug- 
gest : 








I have been a reader of The Sunday School Times for 
twenty-five yer and have always found it wonderfully in- 
spiring and helpful. My special purpose in writing is to sug- 

est one thought in conrection with the interview Fieve and 

icodemus which I believe writers of the lesson-helps ought 
not to miss. I grant that Nicodemus was afraid of his fellows. 
But it was a prudent thing not to draw criticism until he had 
convinced himself of the real character and authority of Jesus. 
it is better to call attention to his courage and open-minded- 
ness in coming, than to stamp his coming at night as cow- 
ardice. 

There is a fine lesson to draw from his coming at night. 
There was little chance in the crowd for the personal conver- 
sation which Nicodemus craved and needed to get in right re- 
lation to Jesus. To secure this close contact with Jesus, he 
sought a private interview. This is just the thing that so many 
people neglect. They worship in the crowd, ‘hey need a re- 
vival to be happy, they do not get alone with Jesus, and of 
course they do not get alone with individuals for ‘taking 
men alive."" As I pressed home upon my boys the real na- 
ture of conversion, I thought that nothing else so impressed 
them as the emphasis I laid on this fact, that Nicodemus went 
alone with Jesus to solve the great problem of his relation to 
this Saviour. 

I am a Methodist and believe in revivals, but I am sure 
that ‘‘ individual work for individuals” is the best present- 
day method, and that he who would use this must imitate 
Nicodemus in having quiet interviews with Jesus. 


It takes character to see character ; and this vision 
of Nicodemus’ strongest, finest side throws light on 
the character of the man who has visioned it out for 
himself and others, as well as on the character of 
Jesus’ night-time guest. 


; = 
Shall We Give Hilariously ? 


It is a matter of encouragement that careful 
scholars watch the columns of The Sunday School 
Times closely, and do not hesitate to take issue with 
any statement that they think ought to be challenged. 
Here, for example, is an interesting letter from a 
Greek student in New England : 


In The Sunday School Times you say that ‘‘hilarious"’ is 
the iiteral rendering of ‘‘cheerful’’ in 2 Corinthians9:7. I 
want to register a protest against the custom of saying that a 
cer:ain English word is the literal rendering of a New Testa- 
ment Greek word simply because there is an etymological re- 
lationship and an identity of form. For it surely cannot be 
supposed that this statement about Az/aros meaning “ hilari- 
ous"’ rests on any other basis. Nobody, starting from a 
knowledge of the meaning and Greek use of A#/aros, and look- 
ing for an English word to express that meaning, would ever 
think of the word “ hilarious’’ if the resemblance of form did 
not suggest the easy resource of echoing the sound. For 
everybody who reads Greek knows that Ai/aros does not mean 
‘*hilarious’’ in the only sense of the word ‘'hilarious’’ that is 
recognized by ordinary dictionaries, such as Webster and the 
Standard. ‘To be sure, the Oxford Dictionary informs us that 
when “‘hilarious"’ first came into the English language, it 
meant ‘cheerful, cheery, gladsome,’’ which is just right for 
htlaros, and that “hilarity '’ meant ‘‘ cheerfulness, gladsome- 
ness, calm joy"’; but we all know that ‘‘hilarious’’ and 
‘* hilarity '* now mean what the Standard Dictionary says they 
mean. Furthermore, the English word does not even come 
etymologically from the Greek, but from a Latin word that is 
supposed to be etymologically brother to the Greek word. 


It is true that ‘‘ hilarious’? has an extreme meaning 
in popular usage, even suggesting such boisterousness 
as comes from intoxication. On the other hand, as 
one studies the meanings and the evident evolution of 
meaning through the Greek and Latin and English of 
this word, it would not seem wholly unjustified to 
make the suggestion that was made in The Sunday 
School Times. The Standard Dictionary gives as one 
meaning, ‘‘in high spirits’’ ; the Century Dictionary, 
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‘‘gleefully gay or merry ; manifesting high spirits’’ ; 
for ‘‘hilarity*’ the Standard gives ‘*jollity’’; Lid- 
dell and Scott give for the Greek Az/aros, ‘‘ cheer- 
ful, gay, merry, joyous’’; Harper's Latin Dictionary 
gives for Adlaris, ‘lively, gay, merry, jocund, jovial’’ ; 
and for the Latin noun A//aritas, in classical usage, 
the English noun ‘‘hilarity’’ is given. Liddell and 
Scott, again, for the Greek noun Aé/arotes give 
‘‘gaiety’’ as one meaning, and parallel the Latin noun 
hilaritas ; and they mention Plutarch’s use of this 
noun inferentially with the same meaning, about the 
time that Second Corinthians was written. 

The point is, that Christian people generally need 
to recognize that the service of God, manifested in 
such acts as giving, ought to be joyous in the ex- 
treme ; and perhaps the use of a word which, strictly, 
is too extreme, like ‘‘hilarious,’’ is a good way to jog 
folks out of their accustomed and mistaken ruts. But 
the Times did not mean to suggest that it is necessary 
to get. intoxicated before the contribution plate is 


passed. 
x 
Is there Living Water in Jacob’s Well ? 


When the woman of Samaria at Jacob’s well 
answered Jesus’ offer to give her living water, she 
plainly implied that there was «living water’’ in that 
well ; that is, that the well was supplied by a spring. 
Some time ago a Pennsylvania pastor wrote to the 
Times inquiring whether there is water in Jacob’s well 
to-day,—the well being one of the few Bible sites 
pretty thoroughly identified. 

I was glancing through your admirable book ‘‘ The Jeru- 
salem Pilgrimage’’ and my eye lighted on these words with 
reference to Jacob's well,—‘‘The water that is still there 
bubbles up from the same spring"’ etc. (pages 237, 238). 

On a Monday morning in April, 1904, when we were at the 
well, I filled a bottle with water which the old priest who was 
there said came out of the well. I was delighted to getit. I 
did not see any water in the well. It was so dark we could not 
see, After I mounted my horse and was riding along the road, 
I fell in with a party of our pilgrims who had visited the well 
on the afternoon before, the Sabbath, and who had paid the 
attendant to light candles so that they could sze the bottom of 
the well. They told me there was not a drop of water in the 
well, nothing but dry stones which had been dropped in the 
well from time to time. I doubt not there is water still there, 
but I would like to know whether you actually saw water or 
whether your statement is based on supposition that if stones 
were removed water would be found. I still have my bottle 
of water, and it would increase immensely in value if I could 
think it really came out of that well. 


The Editor's visit to Jacob’s well was made in the 
same month as that in which the Pennsylvania pastor 
was there, at the time of the Jerusalem World’s Sunday 
School Convention in 1904. There was no water seen 
at that time. But the filling up by stones innumerable 
that have been dropped in by pilgrims would account 
for this. George Adam Smith, in his ‘ Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land,’’ comments on the dif- 
ficulty of knowing what kind of water is there. He 
writes : 

‘«It is impossible to say whether the well is now 
dry, for many feet of it are choked with stones. 
Robinson says there is a spring in it, Conder that it 
fills by infiltration. If either of these be correct, then 
we can understand the double titles given to it in the 
narrative, both of which our version renders by wez¢/. 
It is Jacob's fountain (v. 5); but the fit is deep 
(v. 11); and Jacob gave us the Jit (v. 12). It is by 
little touches like these, and by the agreement of the 
rest of the topography—Mount Gerizim, and the road 
from Judza to Galilee—(as well as by the unbroken 
traditions of three religions), that we feel sure that this 
is the Jacob’s well intended by the writer.”’ 


jee 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


’ 





. 


rejoice in the loving care that leads us along our long, 
long road step by step : { 


** One step I see before me,— 
*Tis all I need to see.”’ 


yg R Heavenly Father, Lord of time and of eternity, we 


We devoutly thank thee for the mercy that has attended us. 
If to any of us the way hath seemed hard, if the feet have be- > 
come weary, if the heart hath grown faint, grant to us, this very 
hour, such glimpses of thy glory, such visions of thy love and 
wisdom, as shall renew our strength and courage, and redouble 7 
our ardor... . Lord, attend us when we are in danger of weak 
surrender. When enthusiasm wanes, and hope grows pale, 
and faith goes into eclipse, then rebuke our sinful despondency, 
lighten our gloom, and stiffen our high resolve. ... Give us 
grace to make the most of life ; to grasp each passing moment 
as a priceless opportunity ; to find incentive in every difficulty) 
or distress. .. . Thou knowest our frame—how- infirm we are ;} 
oh, renew within us, daily renew, the glow of noble purpose, 
the deep content of childlike trust, and the manly ambition to} 
surmount obstacles and cleave our way through the tangle off 
besetting sins and opposing evils.... Let us not fail of thy? 
gracious promise, ‘To him that overcometh, to him will I give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God."’ 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Review) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











Y INVESTIGATION, to determine as far as may 
be the likes and dislikes of adolescents in re- 
lation to the church and Sunday-school was 

prompted by two lectures,—the one by Dr. Joseph 
Clark of Columbus, Ohio, on ‘* The Sunday-school 
Teacher,’’ and the other by Professor E. C. Knapp 
of Hartford, Connecticut, on ‘‘The Present Sunday- 
school Awakening.’’ The former dealt with the strong 
and weak points of the average Sunday-school teacher, 
and the latter showed how much better it is so to shape 
conditions that the child may be formed in the Sun- 
day-school than to leave him to be re-formed later in 
life through the evangelical channel, however valuable 
the latter, Both put the question squarely: ‘‘Are 
we doing all we can do for our young people?"’ or 
words to that effect. 

For my part, I chose to let the young people an- 
swer for themselves. To that end I prepared a list 
of questions based upon the more important features 
of the two lectures mentioned, and secured permission 
through the superintendent of the public schools of 
my home city to submit them to the pupils of the 
high school. Subsequently the same list, with slight 
modification and additions, was submitted to the 
high school pupils of four other. towns and cities 
whose population ranges from 3,000 to 9,000. The 
investigation was confined to the high school, for the 
reason that pupils of that department are in the gen- 
eral or reasoning stage of mind development; they 
think for themselves, have extreme likes and dislikes, 
and insist on acting upon their own judgment. 


What Was Sought by the Investigation 

It was sought by the investigation to djscover from 
the pupil’s own statements the extent of the attach- 
ment of the youth to the church and Sunday-school ; 
to determine, if possible, his opinion of the benefits 
he receives from the preacher, both by personal con- 
tact.and through the pulpit; to discover, as far as 
may be, the direct personal influence of the Sunday- 
school teacher in shaping his character, and, per- 
chance, get some glance at the influence of his 
amusements and the religious interest of his parents. 
To these ends the following questions were submitted, 
and they were answered in writing : 


1. (a) Do you attend church? (b) Is church interest- 
ing to you ? 

2. (a) Do you attend Sunday-school? (b) Is Sunday- 
school interesting to you ? rs 

3. (a) What personal advice or counsel have you re- 
ceived from your pastor that has been helpful to you? (b) 
What benefits have you received through the sermons of 
your pastor ? 

4. What benefits have you received from religious in- 
struction given by your Sunday-school teacher ? 

5. If you ever quit attending Sunday-school on account 
of some objection you had to your Sunday-school teacher, 
state what the-objection was. 

6. (a) Do either or both of your parents attend church ? 
(b) Do either or both attend Sunday-school ? 


7. Which do you prefer, a gentleman or a lady as your 
Sunday-school teacher ? 


8. (a) What games do you play at? (b) What influence 
for good or bad “has a particular game had in giving you 
an idea of fairness? (c) Of honesty? (d) Of cheating? 


Each pupil was asked to give his age, sex, and 
school grade; but, as a bid for frankness, names 
were not required. The answers of all excepting 
three bore the spirit of sincerity and decorum. 

The average age of the 443 pupils reporting is a 
fraction over fifteen for the first-year grade of the high 
school ; the average for the other grades is about six- 
teen, seventeen, and eighteen years respectively. 


How the Data Were Classified 

In considering answers to questions relative to at- 
tending church, such statements as ‘‘ Quite fre- 
quently,’’ ‘‘ Sometimes,’’ etc., were classed as attend- 
ing part of the time. Answers to the question as to 
whether church is interesting, such as ‘‘ Not very," 
‘« Somewhat,’’ ‘*Sometimes,’’ etc., were classed as 
** Qualified.’’ 

By the question relating to the influence of the 
advice or counsel of the pastor, it was sought to draw 
evidence of specific impression upon the young mind 
through personal counsel. Hence such answers as, 
‘*He advised me to stay in school,’’ ‘*to choose 
better associates,’’ ‘‘to read only good books,’’ etc. 
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Are These Facts Worth Noting ? 
Four-fifths of these young people prefer men teachers. 
Fifty-seven, of 443 pupils, quit Sunday-school because 

of a grievance against the teacher, 

Less than half of them find church interesting. 
Only one in five recalls having received help from 
the preacher either by pastoral or pulpit work. 
Only five out of every eight find Sunday-school in- 
teresting. 





received classification because the impression was 
specific. But such answers as, ‘‘ He advised me to 
be good,’’ ‘‘to be pure,’’ ‘‘to be righteous,’’ etc., 
were not classified because they do not necessarily 
show specific impressions, 

In classifying answers to the questions relative to 
attendance upon and interest in Sunday-school, the 
game basis was used as that for the church. 

To the questions relating to profit from pastor and 
Sunday-school teacher, all answers, when possible, 
were classed as ‘* Beneficial.’’ For example, ‘‘ Many 
benefits’’ received classification ; but, of course, such 
answers as ‘‘None,’’ ‘‘ No benefit,’’ ‘* Never did me 
any good,"’ ‘* None that I can remember,”’ etc., were 
classed as ‘* Not beneficial.’’ 


The Conclusions Summarized 

In making the generalizations, the pupils of the five 
high schools were classified both together and sep- 
arately by schools and grades, and tables were made 
on the basis already described. 

It was found that of the 443 pupils reporting, 59 
percent attend church regularly, 28 percent attend 
part of the time, and 13 percent do not attend at all. 

Of the 428 pupils who answered as to whether 
church is interesting to them, 45 percent stated that it 
is interesting, 27 percent that it is not interesting, and 
28 percent gave qualified answers, 

Sixty-seven percent of the 443 pupils stated that 
they attend Sunday-school regularly, 20 percent that 
they attend part of the time, and 13 percent that they 
do not attend at ail. Sixty-three percent stated that 
Sunday-school is interesting to them, 12 percent that 
it is mot interesting, 14 percent made qualified answer, 
and 11 percent gave no answer. 

Of the 443 pupils, 21 percent gave specific answer 
that they had been helped by the personal advice of 
the pastor, 24 percent stated that they had not been 
thus benefited, and 55 percent gave no answer. Nine- 
teen percent stated that they had profited by the 
sermons of the pastor, 26 percent that they had not 
been thus profited, and 55 percent gave no answer. 

Twenty-three percent of the 443 pupils stated that 
they had been profited by the instruction of the Sunday- 
school teacher, 31 percent that they had not been thus 
profited, and 46 percent gave no answer. 

Fifty-seven, or nearly 13 percent, of the 443 pupils 
have quit Sunday-school on account of grievances at 
the teacher, some of which are that ‘*The teacher 
comes only about once a month,’’ ‘‘ was too cross,’’ 
‘*She plays cards,’’ ‘*She dances,’’ ‘‘He doesn’t 
practise what he preaches,’’ ‘‘has religion only on 
Sunday,’’ ‘‘wanted me to bring more money than I 
was able,’’ «‘She got angry because I answered a 
question in a funny way,’’ and so on. 

Of 189 pupils of four high schools who attend church 
regularly, all except three stated that one or both of their 
parents attend regularly now, or did so when living. 

Of 228 pupils of four high schools who attend Sun- 
day-school regularly, 14 stated that both the father 
and mother attend, 22 that only the mother attends, 
and 9g that only the father attends. 

Of 259 pupils of four high schools who attend Sun- 
day-schooil at all, 82 percent stated that they prefer a 
gentleman teacher, 11 percent that they prefer a lady 
teacher, and 7 percent stated that they have ao pref- 
erence. 

In answer to the question relating to games, foot- 
ball, baseball, checkers and flinch were most named. 
Of the 378 pupils who answered the question, 58 
stated that they do not play games of any kind ; and 
of the remaining 320, 237 included card games in 
their lists, and 83 did not. , 
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What Young People Think of Church and Sunday-School 


An Inquiry Made of the Students of Five High Schools——By William Ervin Ashcraft, A.M., Ped.M. 





Twelve pupils of the 378 listed the game of pool, 9 
listed billiards, and 7 listed bowling. 

Nearly all of the pupils failed to discriminate be- 
tween the meanings of Aonesty and fairness, hence 
nothing comes of that part of the inquiry. And the 
answers to the question relating to games are too varied 
to adinit of classification. The following statements 
taken from the answers are characteristic : 

‘* They cheat at flinch.’’ 

** All games are fair except cards.’" 

‘‘If the umpire is unfair, I always try to take my 
spite out on the man playing against me."’ 

‘*In football, I have learned to take advantage of 
the other fellow if he is larger.'’ 

‘*When .I played marbles for keeps, it was not 
straight ; but I don't think it did me any harm. 

‘«Football is unfair, but don’t think there is any 
harm."’ 

‘«T play anything from marbles to poker, but I can't 
see that poker is worse than the other ; you can play 
a square poker game, and you don’t have to cheat.”’ 

The study of the data of the five schools separately 
does not disclose any differences worthy of note. But 
the study of the data by grades (the five high schools 
taken together) shows that the church becomes more 
interesting and the Sunday-school less interesting to 
the youth as he grows older. This is at variance, how- 
ever, from what is disclosed by the data secured in 
the high school of my home city, where the work of 
the Sunday-school is especially active and efficient. 
Here a larger percentage of fourth-year pupils express 
interest in Sunday-school than is expressed in the 
lower grades, 


Nudges for Workers 


The answers from which these generalizations are 
made have been given by the most intelligent and in- 
fluential young people of the communities. They 
serve to tell us that a little more than one-half of these 
youths attend church regularly ; that fewer than one- 
half find the church services interesting, and that only 
about one in five has received helpful service from the 
preacher through his pastoral and pulpit work. Here 
is a kindly nudge for the preacher. 

Only about two-thirds of these representative young 
people attend Sunday-school regularly ; only five out 
of eight of them find Sunday-school interesting ; 
fewer than one-fifth of them state that they have prof- 
ited by the religious instruction of the Sunday-school 
teacher, and about one-eighth of them have quit Sun- 
day-school at various times because of grievances 
against the teacher. And here is a mare or less 
kindly nudge for the Sunday-school superintendent as 
well as for the teacher. 

The fact that nearly all of the young people who 
attend church regularly state that one or both of their 
parents attend regularly also, serves to indicate a 
weight of responsibility resting upon parents. And 
the fact that eighty out of every one hundred prefer 
male teachers serves to show that heavy responsibility 
rests upon religious men of talent who do not articulate 
themselves with the Sunday-school; and it tends to 
confirm the contention of professors of pedagogy that 
adolescents should be taught by men. 

The medley of statements in answer to the question 
relating to games serves to indicate how necessary it 
is for workers in the church and Sunday-school to in- 
terest themselves in what is being thought and prac- 
tised along the lines of field and home games and 
amusements, to the end that thought and practise in 
relation to amusements of all kinds shall be rightly 
shaped. The suggestion is, of course, difficult to 
carry out ; but religious workers are used to difficulties. 

The inquiry, as a whole, seé#/es nothing. But, aside 
from the nudge it gives to all of us as religious work- 
ers, it raises important questions. It asks the preacher 
whether he is not going along ina rut ; whether he is 
not leaving the child and youth to adapt themselves 
to the church instead of adapting the church to the 
child and youth. It asks the Sunday-school superin- 
tendent and his teachers whether their work is not 
loose and ‘‘poky’’ instead of being systematic and 
lively. And it suggests to all of us that, to broaden 
the influence of the church and Sunday-school—at- 
tract the youth to them—we must do our religious 
work in terms of child-life, of child unfoldment. 

Fostoria, Onto. 
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LESSON 12, MARCH 22. FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Golden Text: In him was life; and the life was the light of men.—John 1: 4 





The Review Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ON THE way to the World's Sun- 

day School Convention at Jerusalem 

in 1904, the North American dele- 

ates stopped at Constantinople. 

Some of us found our way, in that 

old city, to a curious, narrow little 

lane called the Street of the Scribes, 

lined on one side with what looked like large, open- 

front kennels or small bathing houses, in which 

squatted public scribes, ready to take dictation for 

any form of letter or document. And across the way 

from them was a public seal-cutter, of the sort that Mrs. 

Howie describes this week. He cut a metal seal for 

me, repeating my name aloud with great difficulty, 

then transliterating it as best he could into Turkish 

characters, and cutting them into the metal. It was 

then ready for such uses as Mrs. Howie describes. I 

have the seal still, of course; it is reproduced at the 
head of this article. 

After giving this incident to the class, and showing 
the reproduction of the seal, if you wish, go on to 
make Mrs. Howie’s point that she has never known 
any one person to ‘‘seal” another, in view of what 
that would mean. Except when God sealed Christ 
(John 6: 27). God was willing to pledge himself re- 
oo for anything, everything, that his son Jesus 
should do on earth! It ought to be an interesting 
privilege, to take a new view, this week, of just what 
that ‘‘sealed” man, Jesus of Nazareth, did during the 
greater part of his three years of public service on 
earth, hat is our privilege in this review. Let us 
study him closely, and see if we can determine 


(1) What he came to do. 

(2) How he tried to do it. 

(3) What people he helped. 

(4) What people he failed to help, 

(5) How far he succeeded in his mission. 
(6) How far he failed in his mission, 


Reviewing by the Six Questions 


From that as. a beginning, almost any class will 
find, in the six questions above given, sufficient incen- 
tive to spend the lesson period in searching out their 
own answers from the lessons of the quarter. On 
(1) most of the Golden Texts throw direct light; for 
example, those of Lessons 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, Of 
course the entire first lesson also answers this. A 

artial answer to (2) is found in the Golden Text of 
zesson 1, but still more in the various activities of 
Jesus recorded in the quarter’s lessons. A clear 
statement of why mg seemingly should have suc- 
ceeded more directly and immediately in his mission 
is given in Professor Sanders’ first paragraph; Jesus’ 
own reasons for his failure, due to bigoted opposi- 
tion, are’ given in Professor Sanders’ fourth para- 
graph. With some classes it wili be well to let each 
member have in hand a written or printed list of the 
quarter’s lesson titles, Gospel references, and Golden 
Texts. Other classes may have the lessons so well 
in mind that this is unnecessary. In either case, let 
all have their Bibles at hand, for instant reference in 
settling any uncertain point. A very direct and 
practical turn might be given to the above review by 
following it with the same questions applied to me: 
What did Christ come to do for me, how has he tried 
to do it, how has he helped me, what miracles has he 
worked for me, how has he failed to help me and why, 
how far has he succeeded in his mission to me, and 
how far failed ? 
A Written Review 

A written review is easily feasible in any school or 
class the members of which can write. Pencils and 
paper must be provided in advance, and the questions 
adapted to the pupils. Mrs. Sangster (first and: sec- 
ond paragraphs) tells how to conduct such a class 
review in an unusual and interesting way, and sug- 
gests questions. Mr. Howard also gives a good list 
of questions for either school or class. 

The Six-Facts Search-Review 

Still ariother method of search-review can be used 
by announcing the six great facts in the quarter's 
lessons that Mr. Gordon brings out, and getting the 
class to verify and locate these facts,—that is, to find 
what lessons reveal each of the six facts. They are 
as follows, in Mr. Gordon's article: 


Fact r—in Lesson r—in Gordon, paragraph 3. 

Fact 2—in Lessons 4, 6—in Gordon, paragraph 4. 
‘act 3—in Lesson 5—in Gordon, paragraph 5. 

‘act 4—in Lessons 3, 5-8—in Gordon, paragraph 6. 
act 5—in Lessons 7-9, rr—in Gordon, paragraph 7. 
“act 6—in Lessons 2, 3, 6—in Gordon, paragraph 8. 


Conclude this by drawing out from the class the word 


Se oe he rhe} 


Titles and Golden Texts 


1. THe Wop Mave Fiesu (John 1 : 1-18). 
The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (John 
I: 14). 
2. a AND JOHN THE Baptist (John 1 : 19-34). 
Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin 
of the world! (John 1 : 29). 


oy AND His First Discipies (John 1 : 35-51). 
e have found him, of whom Moses in the law, 
and the prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth (John 
I: 45). 
4. Jesus CLEANSES THE TEMPLE (John 2: 13-22). 
Holiness becometh thy house, O Jehovah, for ever- 
more (Psa. 93: 5). 
5. Jesus THE SAVIOUR OF THE WoRLD (John 3: 1-21). 
or God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life (John 3 : 16). 
6. Jesus AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA 
(John 4: 1-42). 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink 
(John 7: 37). 


9. = HEALS THE Nos_EMAN’s Son (John 4: 43-54). ; 


he man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him, and he went his way (John 4: 50). , 
8. Jesus AT THE Poot or BeTHeEspA (John § : 1-18). 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our diseases 
(Matt. 8 : 17). 
9. Jesus FreDs THE Five THousanD (John 6: 1-21). 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd (Isa. 40: 11). 
10. JEsuUS THE BREAD oF LiFe (John 6 : 22-51). 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life (John 
6:35. 
13. Jesus Heats A MAN Born Butnp. (John 9g). 
I am the light of the world (John g: 5). 
12. REVIEW. 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men 
(John 1: 4). 








of four letters that. tells it all (see Mr. Gordon’s last 
paragraph). 


To Master the Gospel 


If you have the Times of December 21, 1907, at 
hand, you will find of special value, on page 668, 
Professor Sanders’ Preview of this quarter’s lessons. 
He divides the entire Gospel into eight sections, with 
the sub-headings and lessons in each as follows: 


I, THE PROLOGUE (John 1: 1-18), Jesus the True Re- 
vealer of God (First Quarter, Lesson 1). 

II, THE BEGINNING OF His MINIstTRY (John 1: 19 to 2: 
12). Spontaneous Testimonies to His Personality 
(Lessons 2, 3). 

III. His First PuBLIC APPEARANCES (John 2: 13 to 4: 
54). His Rejection at Jerusalem but Discovery of Faith 
in Judza, Samaria, and Galilee (Lessons 4-7). 

IV. His FULLER MANIFESTATION AS THE CHRIST (John 
5:1to12:50). Repeated but Vain Disclosures of 
His Divine Personality to an Unresponsive People 
(Lessons 8-13 ; Second Quarter, Lessons 1-3). 

V. His UNRESERVED EXPRESSION OF HIMSELF (John 13: 
1to 17: 26). The Evening with the Believing Eleven 
(Lessons 4-6). 

VI. His Passion (John 18, 19). The Supreme Revela- 
tion through the Cross (Lessons 7, 8). . 

VII. His RESURRECTION (John 20), Faith Made Sure 
and Triumphant (Lessons 9, 10). 

VIII. THE EpiLocuE (John 21). The Risen Christ at the 
Sea of Galilee (Lessons 11-13). 


This would be a good time to get your class to 
memorize this outline of the heart-book of the whole 
Bible, learning the headings and sub-headings and 
the general contents of each, so far as this quarter's 
lessons have gone; then continuing their memorizing 
of the whole outline during the second quarter. Thus 
you and they will have mastered the Gospel of John 
this year; for the mastery of a book, according to 
Professor Sanders, is the adbzlity to think it through 
without reference to the Bible, 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


Weat the Gospel of John is ot, and what it is (Riddle, 
first paragraph). 

Two things that are in sharp contrast throughout the 
Gospel. A review might be made by discovering and 


studying every instance of the two sides of this contrast 
(Riddle, second sentence of first paragraph). 

Christ’s entire mission strikingly illustrated by a famous 
chess-player’s single move (Illustrations, 1). 

A searching question for thoughtful classes (Sanders, last 
paragraph of Section III). 





The Facts of the Quarter 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


§ ler - Gospel gives, not a continuous history, but 
such facts as reveal the Person of our Lord, It 

: — in sharp contrast the unbelief of the Jews 
and the new life granted to believers. ‘The lessons 

cover a period of nearly three years, from the witness 
of John the Baptist to the feast of dedication, a little 
more than three months before the crucifixion, 

The dates given assume that Jesus was baptized by 
John in January, A. D, 27; that the public ministry 
covered a little more than three years; that three of 
the four passovers during the ministry are coincident 
in time with Lessons 4, 8, and 9. 

Lesson 1: Zhe Word Made Flesh.—This Prologue 
indicates the leading thoughts of the entire book. 

Lesson 2: 
son follows the return of Jesus from the temptation, 
though the previous baptism is referred to. The-place 
was ** 1 nf beyond the Jordan,” probably not at 
the traditional site of the baptism of Jesus, near Jeri- 
cho, but farther north, on the east side of the Jordan, 
about fifteen miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee. 
John the Baptist may have baptized Jesus at the for- 
mer place, and moved northward during the forty days’ 
interval. This date was early in March, A. D. 27. 

Lesson 3: Jesus and His First Disciples.—On the 
two days succeeding those of the last lesson, and at 
the same place: Bethany beyond the Jordan, March, 

‘D. 27. Probably these first disciples were six, 
including James the brother of John. : 

Lesson 4: Jesus Cleanses the Temple.—After a 
brief interval, spent at Capernaum, our Lord visits 
Jerusalem at the passover, the first during his public 
ministry. He drove the traders out of the temple 
area. his may have been immediately before the 
feast, early in April, A. D. 27. The temple market 
was in the Court of the Gentiles. 

Lesson 5: Jesus the Saviour of the World.—The 
interview with Nicodemus probably occurred at Jeru- 
salem, shortly after the first passover, April, A.D. 27. 
As Nicodemus was a man of high position, ‘‘ the 
teacher of Israel,” the truths presented to him were 
unusually exalted. Some hold that verses 16-21 are 
the comments of the evangelist John. 

Lesson 6: Jesus and the Woman of Samaria.— 
After a ministry in Judza, narrated by John only, 
the hostility of the Pharisees led to the withdrawal of 
Jesus through Samaria toGalilee. His disciples were 
with him, and on the journey the incidents of this 
lesson occurred. ‘The scene was ‘‘ Jacob’s well,” near 
Nabltfis (ancient Shechem), and northeast of Mount 
‘Gerizim, the sacred mountain of the Samaritans. 
** Four months” before ‘‘the harvest,” if taken liter- 
ally, makes the date December, A.D. 27, eight months 
after the last lesson. 

Lesson 7. Jesus Heals the Nobleman's Son,—After 
two days, Jesus goes to Cana of Galilee, where he is 
met by a king’s officer, who had come from his home 
at Capernaum. Thesick son of the officer was healed 
at the hour when Jesus said to the father: ‘‘thy son 
liveth.” The distance between the two places, if 
located at the farthest points, was about twenty-five 
miles. The date was December, A. D. 27. 

Lesson 8: Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda,—It is 
here held that the feast referred to in this lesson was 
a passover (the second), since this gives a place for 
the harvest-time implied in the sabbath controversy 
in Galilee. The date, then, is April, A.D. 28. The 
site of the pool of Bethesda is placed by recent ex- 
plorers north of the temple, under the church of St. 
Anne. The traditional site is Birket Israil, just be- 

yond the northeast corner of the temple enclosure. 

ebinson places it at the Fountain of the Virgin, south 
of the temple. Notice the omission in verses 3, 4. 

Lesson 9: Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand.—Nearly 
an entire year, the events of which are fully detailed 
in the Synoptic Gospels, is to be placed between this 
lesson and the last. The date is the latter part of 
March or early in April, A. D. 29. The place was an 
uninhabited spot on the northeast shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, near Bethsaida Julias (Luke). The miracle 
is the only one narrated by all four evangelists. 

Lesson 10: Jesus the Bread of Life.—The long 
discourse in Capernaum was uttered the day after the 
feeding of the five thousand. It awakened hostili.y 
and defection in Galilee, making the turn in the tide 
of popularity there. 

Lesson 11: Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind.— 
This healing occurred either immediately after the 
feast of tabernacles or (more probably) at the feast 
of dedication. The earlier date would be the first 
sabbath after October 18, and the later, near the close 
of December, A. D. 30; either six or eight months 
after the last lesson.—The pool of Siloam, now called 
Birket Silwf&n, is in the lower Tyropceon valle’, 
southeast of Mount Zion. 


esus and fa the Baptist.—This les- . 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Review) 


A Warmly-Colored Miniature 
By S. D. Gordon 


HIS has been a great quarter. It has been a 
‘* Jesus” quarter. The heart of the Bible is the 
Gospels, and the heart of the four Gospels is 
John’s, and the heart and whole of John’s is Jesus. 
And that great name of Jesus appears in every title 
except one, the first, and in that John’s peculiar 
name for Jesus occurs instead. Every Golden Text 
save one centers peculiarly in him. The light of his 
name and personality shines clear and soft and warm 
through and over the whole quarter. So it mirrors 
to us, as in a fine bit of French plate, the real life that 
God means us to live. For the closer we get to 
God, and so the simpler in our thinking of him, and 
in our faith in him, the more do we find that the real 
life is the Jesus life. He is the Saviour from every 
sin, our strength against every temptation, our in- 
spiration for every duty and service, and the basis of 
every lasting friendship and of every delightful ex- 
perience. 

The quarter has been a miniature in warm, bright 
colors of God's plan for winning men back home 
again to himself. The remaining lessons in John 
vividly illustrate the various features of the plan, but 
do not add anything not already included here. 
There are six distinct things to note in the picture, 
and each stands out clear and sharp, and all but one 
of them (the second) have a lingering soft touch, as 
though of a reluctance to lay aside the brush where 
there is so much to tell. - 

First of all in the picture, and in the order of the 
lessons, is the great heart-touching fact that it is God 
himself who undertakes personally this errand of 
wooing and winning us men (Lesson 1). Men do 
many things by proxy. But this thing lay too close 
to the heart of God to be entrusted to anybody else. 
He came himself down in among men, and, taking 
them by the hand in closest touch, leads the way out 
and up to the old Eden level of life. There is no fact 
that has in it greater evidence of God’s love than 
just this. What took place on the cross was all in- 
cluded in this personal coming. 

The second great fact, doubly marked, is that the 
basis of getting together by God and man is purity, 
—cleansing in order to purity (Lessons 4, 6). The 
one thing that God insists upon and must insist upon 
is that all sin and wrong must be put away thor- 
oughly and completely. The only possible way in 
which man and God can get together again is by 
man’s sin being cleaned up and cleaned out. This 
ungodlike thing called sin must be gotteti rid of by 
whip and scourge and knife, by blood and fire, and 
kept rid of. 

Then comes the third thing, as sweeping and radi- 
cal; with things as they actually are, man and sin 
so badly mixed up and mixed together, the only way 
of leading man back into everlasting life is far God 
himself to attend to chis sin item (Lesson 5). Man 
by. himself alone has !ost the power to. He must help 
by letting God help, but he can’t do it without help. 
The only thing he cen do is earnestly to let God do 
something for him. ‘The One who came to woosman 
must travel the red-tinged way of sacrifice as never 
trodden by anyother. That is the only road leading 
to the desired end. The wooing God becomes a 
suffering God for the sake of the man he would win. 

The fourth fact is a very tender one, and oft- 
repeated,—God thinks of each one of us, each by 
himself (Lessons 3, 5, 6, 7, 8). We might think this 
entirely impossible if we didn’t know otherwise. The 
whole tendency with men is to lump other men up, 
and think of them in a crowd or group. And we seem 
never to quite get rid of the impression that God does 
that way with us. But five times over in these weeks 
the truth comes sifting, seeping insistently in, that 
God thinks lovingly of each one of us. e will sit 
down side by side, and patiently talk things over 
with each one. 

And then four times over comes the fact that his 
plan for us and our saving includes the present care 
of our bodies (Lessons 7, 8, 9, 11). Bodily needs 
have been much lost sight of by the church in think- 
ing about our souls. But our bodies are very dear to 
us. It is not surprising that recent teaching about 
bodily health and strength has won so many follow- 
ers, even though so strangely mixed up with teach- 
ing both absurd and fanatical. But the precious 
truth stands out here very clear that God’s plan in- 
cludes our bodies, both their daily needs and their 
emergency needs. 

Then is the stirring truth, and one that needs to 
be stirred into us anew to-day, that God has planned 
that men shall tell their fellows about his plan (Les- 
sons 2, 3,6). Though he came asa man, he had a 
man call the attention of other men to himself. He 
depended on John to point out Jesus, and on Andrew 
to get Peter, and-on the Sychar woman to tell her 
neighbors, and on you and me to tell those we touch or 
can touch, by life, 4nd voice, and prayer, and gold, and 
pen. God came himself for man’s sake, and he asks 
that we ourselves go out for our neighbor's sake until 
everybody knows. 

All this can be packed within the limits of. four 
little English letters—l-o-v-e.. But all that is within 
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those four letters cannot be expressed in all the 
quarters of the years, nor in all the alphabets and 
words and languages of men. 

Manison, N, J. 


Oriental. Lesson - Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


a EACH of the principal towns in the East there 
is at least one artisan who sits either in a shop or 
on the street, wooey to make seals. Any man 

who considers himself of importance, and is likely to 

be called upon to attest documents of a private or pub- 
lic character, presents himself at the ‘*seal maker’s,” 
gives his name, and in less than an hour his seal, for 
which he pays about ten cents, is handed to him. It 
is a stamp made of metal, with the owner’s name and 
date of the day on which the seal was made. Now 
the owner takes the greatest care of his seal, for it ‘is 
rege 4 himself if he should lose it and his enemies 

nd it, It can be used against him, and he is respon- 
sible for the contents of any document on which the 
impression of his sealis found, The elder (or shaykh) 
of a village, who acts for the public, receives his seal 

(the seal of his office) from thé government. People 

stamp documents with their seals either as witnesses 

or parties to the contract. They-also ‘‘ seal” fora 
candidate to a certain office; thus ‘‘I seal for this 
man” means ‘‘I vote for him.” ‘‘I sealed to this 
man " means ‘‘I agree in what hesaid.” I have never 
heard of an individual sealing another, for to seal 
another would mean confidence in, and responsibility 
for, all that the other does always. And hence Christ 
is the only person who has been sealed: ‘‘ For him the 

Father, even God, hath sealed” (John 6: 27). This 

expression gives him qa relation to the Father which 

can true of no other individual. And when at 

Jacob’s well Christ declared himself able to give 

the water of life (living water), and at Capernaum 

to be not only the giver of bread, but himself the 
bread which came down from heaven, he asserted 

a relation to humanity which can be true of no other; 

for water and bread with Orientals are indispensable 

to life, and, what is more noteworthy, they are the 
only things which are indispensable. Soa thoughtful 

Oriental understands that Jesus is the Father's choice 

and humanity’s all. 


Suweir, Mr. LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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The Review in Twelve Sentences 
By Henry F. Cope 


1. The height of your life will depend on the ele- 
vation of its sources. 


2. There ts eo of a great message for the man 
who ts willing to be a voice. 

3. No one ever ip td long with Jesus who was 
willing to stay with him alone. 

4. The power of any prophet ts in the measure of 
his scorn for popularity. 

5. The heavenly love is the secret of the heavenly. 
life. 

6. If your message ts too valuable for one, it has 
no value to the many. 

7. His goodness is never plain till we see it 
through the eyes of our pain and need. 

& Helping the helpless is heaven's first law. 

9g. Gratitude turns many a barren board into 
abundance. ° 

zo. You cannot do divine service if you neglect 
divine sustenance. 

um. Life always seems too short when we look into 
the depths of human need. 

zz. You cannot follow Jesus without finding 
many sorrows and much service. 

CHICAGO. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
Review Teaching Points to Choose From 


1, THE WorD MADE FLESH (John 1 : 1-18). 


V. 1.—We are revealed by our words. 

V. 3.—Are you going to let the Maker set up your life 
for you? 

V. 4.—What science says is life, and what God says. . 

V. 4.—No light, no life. 


2, JESUS AND JOHN THE Baptist (John I : 19-34). 


V. 25.—Something about ‘‘ ordinances.’’ 

V. 26.—Be good to the fellow who standeth in ‘*the midst 
of you.”’ 

V. 27.—Are you a ‘* shoe-latchet ’’ man ? 

V. 29.—What sort of a Sunday-school teacher are you ? 

V. 32.—Is there any sign of the Spirit over you ? 

V. 34.—Witnessing. 


3. Jesus AND His First DIscipLes (John 1 : 35-§1). 


V. 35.—Prepared boys and girls. ’ 

V. 37.—Your value as a sign-post depends upon what you 
are, 

V. 38.—The seekers, 

V. 39.—The fun of going to Sunday-school. 

Vs. 40, 41.—The finders, 

V. 42,— How Jesus sizes us up and changes our names, 

- 46.—Something good even in the Cabbage Patch. 


< 


4. Jesus CLEANSES THE TEMPLE (John 2: 13-22). 


- 13.—Do you regularly attend church, and why ? 
15.—You are a temple to be kept clean, 
17.—The *‘ zeal what eats folks up.” 
22.—-Remember. 

25.—Somebody who knows us, 


JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD (John 3: I-21). 
TRODUCTION.—An attempt to explain being born again. 
14.—The wilderness snake again. 
16.—The man who could not tell about the Chicago 
Fair, 
17.—*‘ A religion that sends a man to hell.’’ 
19.—Is there a personal devil ? 


JEsUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA (John 4: I-42). 


19.—The woman of Samaria. 

20.—Where we all get together. 
24.—Something about worship. . 

28.—Is the gospel true ? 

29.—Suppose you were transparent as glass ? 


Jesus HEALS THE NOBLEMAN’s SON (John 4: 43-54). 


44.—The dishonored prophet. 

46.—Where shall we plant our rescue missions ? 
47.—‘* Knock ’em into the Kingdom,” 
48.—Would you believe a miracle if you saw one ? 
50.—Wireless telegraphy. 
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8. JESUS AT THE PooL OF BETHESDA (John 5: 1-18), 


2.—A picture ox a world without Jesus. 

. 5.—How the Devil rewards his followers, 

. 6.—What is a whole man? 

. 7.—‘* A poor man hain’t got no friends,’’—hasn’t he ? 
. 8.—Where I told you about John Doan. 


<<<<< 


9. JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND (John 6: I-21). 


V. 5.—Jesus concerned about our needs, 
V. 6.—Proving things. 
Vs. 7, 8.—The two kinds of fellows. 


VY. 9.—‘** Workers together.”’ 
V. 10.—‘‘ Order is heaven’s first law.’” 
V. 11.—‘* Having given thanks,’’ 
V. 12,—Economy and thrift. 
10, JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE (John 6: 22-51). 
T. 26.—‘** Loaves and fishes ’’ followers, 
V. 29.—Work and work not,—a paradox, 
V. 30.—Seeing isnot believing. 
V. 31.—Are you in church for what you can get ? 
V. 35.—The bread of lite. 
V. 37.-—Which means everybody. 


11. Jesus Heats A MAN BoRN BLIND (John 9). 


V. 1.—Deaf, dumb, or blind,—which ? 

Vs. 2, 3.—Who sinned ? 

V. 4.—Are you a waster? 

V. 6.—Clay as a cure. 

V. 7.—Forms, 

V. 8.—The neighbors. 

V. 9.—Explaining things away, 

Vs. 10, 11.—One thing he knew. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Tissot colored Bible pictures are now available at a 
small cost. Twenty-five pictures selected with special ref- 
erence to the present lessons in the book of John cost twenty- 
five cents. An illustrated catalogue of the complete set of 
240 pictures costs five cents by mail; and this catalogue 
contains two of the colored pictures, easily detached. 
portfolio of New es eee 120 in all, costs $1.00; 
and a similar portfolio of Old Testament subjects is also 
available. Any of these may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
iNustration was taken. 

‘The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is $0 large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance, 
June 14.—The Risen Christ by the Sea of Galilee (John 

I. Fae ee ra eee Due March 14 


bt me eee Ge ee ee “ March 21 
June 28.—'Temperance Lesson (Eph. 5 : 6-21) ..... “ March 28 
July 5.—Israel Asks for a King (1 Sam.8) ...... 46 April 4 
July 12.—Saul Chosen King (1 Sam. 9,10) .... . “April 11 
July 19.—Samuel Warns Saul and the People (1Sam.12), “ April 18 
July 26.—Saul Rejected by the Lord(1Sam.15) ... “ April 25 


A Lesson from Chess—Golden Text. 


N HIM was life; and the life was the light of 
men (Golden Text for the Quarter). The Chris- 
tian Endeavor World says that Murphy, the 

American a looking at the picture of a 
youth playing chess with Satan and apparently 
doomed to inevitable defeat, studied the position, 
called for chess-men and a board in reality, and by 
one move won the hypothetical game. We may rever- 
ently transfer this thought to our Lord, the great 
Captain of our salvation. By one stroke, Christ has 
won the prey from the mighty, and by his life-giving 
power has made it possible for us to share in his 
victory over death and the grave. By following him 
who is the light of the world, we shall no longer 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.— 
Abraham Collyer, Rochester, N. Y. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this iliustration. 


The Surcharged Postage Stamp.—Lesson I, v. 6. 

A man sent from God (v. 6). While looking over 
a stamp album the other day, I had my attention at- 
tracted by a stamp from British India. In the middle 
was the face of Queen Victoria, because it was issued 
under her government. Below was printed ‘ India,” 
that it might show from what province it was sent. 
The denomination was indicated as usual. But the 
striking thing was a few bright black letters printed 
upon the pale green and white of its surface. Two 
letters at the top, one each at the left hand, right 
hand, and the bottom, read ‘‘On'H. M.S.” ‘On 
Her Majesty's Service.” By being thus surcharged 
the stamp was devoted to official business. It could 
no‘longer legally be used for private purposes, So 
the consecrated Christian is devoted to the service of 
his King: he can no pe ar ba, cae! A do what does not 
advance the interests of the kingdom of righteous- 
ness.—Amma Young love, Ventura, Cal. 


A Lighthouse by Reflection—Lesson 1, verse 9. 

There was the true light (Lesson 1, v. 9). Inthe 
Hebrides, Scotland, on Arnish Rock, Stornaway 
Bay, is. a lighthouse without a lamp, but simply a 
mirror reflector, upon which at night a stream of 
light from another lighthouse five hundred feet away 
falls and is reflected to an arrangement of prisms, 
and through them converged to a focus outside the 
lantern, from which they diverge in the necessary 
direction. The human soul, in its most perfect state, 
is a reflecting mirror that takes up and causes to 
shine abroad and into the darkness of the world the 
light which comes from Christ.— W//iam J. Hart, 
D.D., Earlville, N. Y. From The Sunday School 
Journal. 


Failing for Christ—Golden Text, Lesson 2. 

Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world (Golden Text, Lesson 2). A wealthy 
lady of Canada when converted felt that she ought to 
recommend religion to others by speaking in the 
fellowship meeting. ‘The Devil told her she would 
break down, but at last she said: ‘I can at least 
stand up and fail for Christ."—7he Rev. T. Wesley 
Cosens, Wallaceburg, Ont. From The Sunday 
School Banner. 


Forty-two Personal Invitations—Lesson 3, v. 42. 
Brought him unto Jesus (Lesson 3, v. 42). One of 
the speakers at the first convention of the Presby- 
terian Brotherhood told of being present at a Bible 
class in Rochester, New York, where there were two 
hundred and ninety-eight men. Wishing to know 
the reason for this large number, he said to one of 
the men, who was a street-car conductor, ‘‘ How came 
you to be in this class ?” ‘I couldn’t keep out of it,” 
was the reply. Said the questioner, ‘‘ What do you 
mean?” The man answered: ‘I had forty-two 
personal invitations, and I had to come or die.” Per- 
severing personal work of this character must as- 
suredly win results fer good.—W#/diam /. Hart, 
D.D., Earlville, N. Y. 
Inverted, but True—Lesson §, v. 16. 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son (Lesson 5, v. 16). On a written exam- 


ination, one Sunday, a little girl wrote one of the 
Golden Texts of the quarter thus: ‘‘God so loved 
the world, that he gave it to his Son.” 


In a sense 
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that is true, and will be more and more so. The 

Father has given this to the Son as an inheritance. 

‘Christ for the world; the world for Christ.” Let us 

make good both these gifts.—7he Rev. W. 7. Dor- 

Sere, pation, N. J. From The Christian Endeavor 
orld. 


Building Around the Well—Lesson 6, v.14. 

A well of water (Lesson 6, v: 14). A Brooklyn 
preacher is thus reported in the Eagle of that city : 
‘*T was born on the highest point in the State of 
Connecticut. Up there in Goshen, when a man 
started to build a house the first thing was to dig a 
well, Then the cellar was dug around the well. 
Then the house built over it. ith such a well it 
was not necessary during the long hard winters to go 
out of the house after water, but there was a well 
within which furnished ari abundant supply. So 
Jesus intends you to have a supply of life within you 
independent of outer conditions.”— William /. Hart, 
D. D., Earlville, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


Suggested Questions for a Written Review 
To be dictated from the platform, and answered in writing by the 
. main school 
1. What is the name first given to Jesus in John’s 
Gospel ? 
2. What did John the Baptist call himself ? 
3. Give the names of the first five disciples of 
esus. 
J 4. Tell in your own words about Jesus cleansing 
the temple. 
5. Write out John 3: 16. 
6. What did Jesus offer to the woman of Samaria ? 
7. Tell in your own words about the healing of the 
nobleman’s son. 
8. In what cit 
of ‘Bethesda ? 
there ? 
g. After the feeding of the five thousand how did 
Jesus join his disciples again ? 
1o. What did Jesus mean when he said he was the 
Bread of Life? ; 
11. Write the Golden Text of Lesson 11, ‘* Jesus 
Heals a Man Born Blind.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


and near what gate was the pool 
hat did Jesus say to the sick man 


% 
' Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 

‘*O Word of God incarnate. Psalm 145 : I-5. 

‘*Once in Royal David's city.”’ (215: 1-5. 310; 1-5.) 

‘*How. sweet the name of Jesus Psalm 89 : 15-20. 


‘ sounds.” (121 12-15. 1793 1-4.) 
‘*On Jordan's bank the Baptist’'s Psalm 36: 5-9. 
cry.” (49 : 5-8. 75 3 3-4.) 
‘* Fight the good fight."’ Psalm 103 : 1-6. 
** The light of the world is Jesus.’’ (149: 1-5. 207: 1-3.) 
‘*O Bread to pilgrims given."’ Psalm 43 : 1-5. 


** The Great Physician now is near.”’ 
% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


(231: 1-4. 90: 1-4.) 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 

Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 

is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 

tion. See note below. 

Monday.—John 1:1-18....... The Word made flesh 
Tuesday.—John 1 : 35-51 . . . . Jesus and his first disciples 
Wednesday.—John 3: t-2r, . Jesus the Saviour of the world 
Thursday.—John 4: 5-26. . Jesus and the woman of Samaria 
Friday.—John 5: t-18. . . . . Jesus at the pool of Bethesda 
Saturday.—John 6:1-2r. . .. . . Jesus feeds five thousand 
Sunday.—John 6 : 35-51. . . . + « » Jesus the Bread of life 


% 
International Bible Reading Association 


ANY letters come to the International Sunday School 
Association’s office at Chicago, enclosing five cents 
for individual memberships in the I. B. R. A. It 

is impossible for us to give attention to these memberships. 
They should be sent to the General Secretary of your State 
or Provincial Association, and not to him until ten mem- 
berships kave been secured, constituting a Branch, 

The annual membership fee is five cents. All printed 
matter is free to members. It is not a difficult matter 
to secure a branch of ten members in any Sunday-school 
or community, and when secured they should be re- 
ported, though not by name, to your State or Provincial 
Secretary,who will furnish the supplies each quarter dur- 
ing the year. Do not send in individual memberships to 
anybody, especially not to the International office. 

The readers of the Times will be glad to know that the 
I. B. R. A. is growing ia this country, and there is no rea- 
son why we should not have a much larger membership 
than we have at present. It is a great help in the matter 
of family worship, Home Department study, and lesson 
study generally. Send to your Secretary for leaflets, and 
start a Branch in your Sunday-school at once, if you have 
not already done so. 

MARION LAWRANCE 
General Secretary, Chicago. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Review: The Underlying Reason for the 
Failure of Jesus to Sweep All before Him 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (John 1-9). 
{For each member of the Bible class.) 


Bt E end of the ninth chapter is not an appro- 

priate place for a review of the first half of the 

aoeers which makes a natural turning-point of 

its thought at the end of chapter 12. The system 
of setting reviews arbitrarily at the end of every 
three months will be greatly improved upon when 
the Lesson Committee puts into effect its recom- 
mendation of last year that reviews be given at 
logical, rather than arbitrary, intervals. Since, how- 
ever, this is a day for review, it seems best to turn 
our attention to the question which the attentive 
reader or student will have asked himself more than 
once : why did the declarations of Jesus regarding 
himself arouse such bitter opposition? Why would . 
not ‘‘ his own” receive him? He had been duly pre- 
dicted and identified by John the Baptist, whose tes- 
timony with those whose my gen influenced the 
national thinking had little or no effect. He had 
manifested himself publicly as a prophetic reformer, 
as a teacher of clear vision, as one who healed the 
diseases of both body and soul, as one of extraor- 
dinary personality; but these same directors of public 
opinion refused to infer his Messianic character or 
his right to command their allegiance. He had made 
the most sweeping declarations regarding himself in 
connection with the performance of striking deeds of 
power; but they had done all in vated greg to ignore 
or explain the latter, and had refused to accept the 
former. Between Jesus and the religious rulers was 
a gulf, growing wider each month, and already be- 
yond the probability of being bridged. 

~The writer of the Gospel very skilfully places this 
bitter, prejudiced, bigoted opposition in bold relief 
by relating the interview of Jesus with Nicodemus. 
This Pharisee represents the unprejudiced Jewish 
teacher, possessed by the inherited conceptions of 
his class, but genuinely desiring to get at real truth, 
appreciative of what Jesus was actually doing, and 
wishing to know more of his teaching as expressed 
by himself. There must have been more Pharisees 
like Nicodemus, who (7: 50, 51) demanded fair play, 
or the leaders would have tried to take heroic meas- 
ures (11.: 57) much earlier than they did. 

The point of.the Gospel is that the religious lead- 
ers as aclass did not or would not believe in Jesus, 
and that they foiled his plans. von € believed in 
him, many were devoted to him, but the great mass 


‘ of the people followed these leaders when it came 


to making a deliberate choice. 

Jesus himself is quoted as accounting for this big- 
oted opposition in various ways. ‘That he regarded 
it as often insincere is evident from his replies (for 
example, 5 : 30-47). That this was the writer's view 
is clear from chapter 3 : 19-21 and similar reflections. 
Jesus believed it to spring from personal considera- 
tions (7: 7) or from ignorance, but chiefly from the 
former (8 : 37). 

Were such declarations rhetorical, or did these men 
deliberately block the progress of the truth? Issuch 
an attitude and effect unheard of in this century ? 
Is the responsibility for it any less than in the first 
century ? 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School 
Times Co., upon request, for a two-cent stamp: 

The best way of preparing for this review is to 
read these chapters several times, reading them 
through at a sitting. Then read such a k as 
Riggs’ ‘*‘ Messages” straight through to the end of 
the paraphrase of the ninth chapter. The general 
ideas wil then stand out clearly. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 


The Progress of the Gospel. Review the plan of 
this Gospel, and show that the section we are study- 
ing is the fourth natural division. 

Its Note of Failure so Far. Show that, notwith- 
standing the successes noted, the note of failure pre- 
vails, 

The Attitude of the Pharisees. 
tions of their attitude toward Jesus. 

His Reasons for Their Opposition. Give the 
different reasons mentioned. Are they paralleled 
to-day ? . 

Why Does Christianity Fail to Conquer Still? 
Christianity is not yet supreme in the world. What 
are the sound reasons for this ? 


Note the indica- 


IV. For Home Stupy on NExt WEEk’s LESSON. 

(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
1. Does the Bible insist upon temperance for the 

sake of the individual, or of society, or of religion ? 

2. Is each point of view of equal importance? 
Boston. 





LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Review) 


My Class of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


NE principal use of a review is to test how much 
remains in the mind as a net result when the 
. work of aterm is over. Girls know all about 
this, for -_ have constant tests of the kind in 
school, and if they pass good examinations it is be- 
cause they have been faithful in their regular study. 
Written tests are more satisfactory than verbal ones, 
so in the Sunday-school review the girls should an- 
swer some questions in writing. If the teacher has 
a pasteboard box with a slit in the cover, they may 
fold up their answers unsigned, and drop them in. 
Then the box may be shaken, the answers distrib- 
uted, and the questions that the teacher brought and 
passed around at the beginning of the lesson may be 
answered by any one addressed. The teacher will 
have a duplicate list. These may be among the 
questions asked : 

Which lessons have made the deepest impression 
on your mind? Which lesson told that God came to 
live among men in human form? What did Jesus 
bring with him to this dark world? If you had seen 
him as the disciples did, what would you have said 
about him to your mother and friends? Would it 
not have been that he was able to read your thoughts, 
that he was gentle, loving, and strong ? 

Still other questions should bring out the facts 
that Jesus wanted friends beside him, that he was 
not too tired to tell the woman by the well about 
the living water, that he fed a famished crowd with 
bread, and is himself the Bread of Life. They will 
enforce with emphasis our need of clean hearts. 
Jesus cannot abide in a defiled temple. When he 
enters a heart, sinful motives must be driven out. 

The girls will once more think how kind Jesus was 
in restoring to health the nobleman’s son, in sending 
the cripple home walking on the feet that had so long 
been lame, and in giving sight to the man who had 
been blind from his birth. I wonder if the girls will 
notice that Jesus did not call anybody common, but 
cared for poor and commonplace people, and that he 
saw opportunities and seized them. Do not they 
wish to be like Jesus in this, doing something for 
somebody every day, and living so near him that 
they can hear his voice? Did not Jesus insist that 
those he healed should listen, believe, and obey ? 

In connection with this review, every girl who can 
should recite a verse from a favorite hymn, and the 
teacher might read Whittier's stanzas beginning, 
‘*We may not climb the heavenly steeps.” 

Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 

1. Who is ory to. have written the book of 
Proverbs? 2. at is the meaning of a proverb? 


3. What misfortunes come upon the drunkard? 
Whose command does the drunkard violate? 5. 


What is the greatest peril of intemperance? How 
may we safely resist temptation ? 
% . 


My Class of Boys- 
By Eugene C. Foster 


OR review I decided to use a written examina- 
tion, and to have the work done at home. Each 
boy was handed a set of questions at the close 

of the eleventh lesson. There were fifteen questions 
in all; and each boy was requested to answer ten of 
the fifteen, the ten to be of his own choosing. To each 
boy I handed a stamped envelope, addressed to me, 
and requested a reply within four days. Here were 
the questions: 


1, Who came to prepare the way for Jesus? 
2. Fill out the verse ‘* Behold, the Lamb of God, which 


” 


3. What kind of people did Jesus drive out of the temple? 

4. What did Jesus tell Nicodemus was necessary in order 
that he might see the kingdom of God? 

5. What request of the nobleman did Jesus grant? 

6. Name three things in everyday use to which Jesus 
likened himself in these lessons. 

7.-Near what body. of water did Jesus feed the five 
thousand ? 

8. Write out John 3 : 16. 

9g. What does Jesus promise to those who believe in 
him? @ 

10. What kinds of bread did Jesus talk about ? 

11, What did Jesus say when he walked over the water 
to the disciples in the boat? 

12. What did Jesus do just after he took the loaves from 
the boy and just’before he gave the bread to the five thou- 
sand ? 

13. In what three ways did Jesus occupy his active time 
during his ministry ? 

14. Name four miracles that are told about in these les- 
sons. 

15. In what way is Jesus like the brazen serpent of 
Moses’ time? 


As I gave these out I requested each boy to write 
out three questions for me to answer, and mail them 
to me with his answers. I promised to answer them 
‘‘without looking at the book,” or to acknowledge 
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I couldn't do so—which was identical with the 
provisions of their examination. 

The results: All mailed their answers. Several 
answered more than ten questions, though only re- 

uired to answer ten. Some did not send any ques- 

tions for me to answer. One who did, simply picked 
out three of my own questions and sent them back to 
me, along with his own answers of ten others. ‘The 
others who sent questions to me evidently framed 
their own, and several of these questions told me how 
the boy’s mind was working—a valuable asset. 

Review Sunday in class was then available for 
going over questions and answers to sée that wrong 
ideas were corrected and missing links supplied. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 

1. What effects of drink which this passage de. 
scribes have you ever seeninothers? 2. Besides the 
drunkard himself, who else is likely to bear the results 
mentioned in verse 29? 3. Some men say, ‘I can 
stop when I want to.” What does verse 35 say about 
that? 4. Name five other drinks, besides wine, in 
which there is alcohol. 5. Give, in’ your own lan- 

uage, three reasons why you wouldn't like to be a 

runkard, 

% 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


pveRy month there is published a paper booklet 
called ‘‘ Life and Light” (write the words on the 
board). All the stories in that booklet tell about 
ge in mission lands who find a better, happier life, 
ecause they learn about Jesus, the Light of the world. 
John wrote a book about the life of Jesus (show 
— Gospel). All who read and believe it may 
ave a- beautiful life that shall never die. John’s 
book says, ‘‘In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men” (add Life to the last square in the 


quarter’s diagram). 
JESUS 
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Jesus often talked to the people about the better 
life, the life that should never die,‘ everlasting life.” 
(To-day’s picture-roll shows such a scene as this.) 

Let us see how many of the lessons studied since 
Christmas tell about the life which Jesus came to 
bring. (Arrange the pictures conveniently for use 
when needed. ) 

We made our picture-frame so that each week we 
could place a new name for Jesus, and a picture of 
what he did (suggested in Lesson 1), Now see who 
will be first to know which picture I am telling about. 
(Introduce each story untif somebody recognizes it, 
then question the children about further details, 
bringing in each Golden Text and appropriate songs.) 

One night, when a baby began his life on earth, 
such a wonderful light shone in the sky that it fright- 
ened some shepherds. Another light, a beautiful 
star, soon afterward guided some wise men to find 
that baby, whom we call——? Jesus. That baby 
was to become the Light of the world. All that 
John’s book tells about this birth is this: ** The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 

People gave Jesus many other names. When his 
cousin, John the Baptist, saw Jesus by the Jordan, he 
said, ‘‘ Behold, the Lamb of God.’’ Because he 
spent so much of his life in Nazareth, one of his fol- 
lowers called him ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth.’’ Again he 
was called The Holy One. 

Ican see him resting by a well one hot noonday, 
etc. To the woman who came he talked about the 
Water of Life. 

I can see him sitting one evening on the flat roof 
of a house, talking to a Jew about eternal life (repeat 
John 3: 16). Jesus was this Son of God. 

[ see him talking to crowds of people. They forget 
that they are hungry until he is through. A little 
boy helps the kind Shepherd to feed this great flock. 
Next day he tells them about the Bread of Life. 
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I see a rich man walking a long way to find Jesus, 
because his son’s life is almost gone. ‘To him Jesus, 
The Healer, says, ‘‘ Thy son liveth.” 

Can you see a r sick man, lying on a porch if 
the sunshine, wishing he could step into the bubbling 
ee But he has no one to help him, until Jesus, 

he Helper, said, ‘‘Take up thy bed and walk.” 
Because ,he wanted him to live a better life, he said, 
‘Sin no more.” 

There’s a blind beggar by the roadside. Several 
friends pass that way. One puts clay on the blind 
man’s eyes. Itis Jesus, the Light of the World. 

Best of all, Jesus says that if we love and follow 
him, our lives may be full of life and light, too, 


Peoria, ILL, 
a 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


ALABAMA.—Where may I secure samples of local Sunday- 
school or church papers 

There are a great many local church papers, though 
very few are confined wholly to the Sunday-school. 
Usually the paper covers the whole range of church 
work. Of course the Sunday-school has a large 

lace. The Helper is the organ of the Washington 

treet Congregational Church of Toledo, Ohio. Write 
to Alexander Duguid, 1417 Collingwood Avenue, 
Toledo, for a sample copy. For other publications 
which have made a record for themselves you might 
address N. B. Broughton, Raleigh, North Carolina; 
John B. Greene, Opelika, Alabama (though his 
paper is published quarterly); the Rev. W. B. Mat- 
thews, orcester, Massachusetts; E. F. Sheffey, 
Lynchburg, Virginia; and Dr. H. W, Brodbeck, Los 
Angeles, California, 


AVON, OHIO.—Will you please suggest suitable tokens to 
displace the buttons and pins which we have used as present 
for attendance. We have also used the honor roll.—R. P. P. 

There is nothing I know of which will take the place 
of the button, the pin, or the pennant, in the form of 
a pin to answer this need, if you want anything that 
is to be visible at all. Perhaps if you get up a little 
pin of your own with some peculiar significance, with 
perhaps an initial upon it, or several, meaning some- 
thing to your people, but an enigma to others, it might 
have a little influence, for a while at least. How 
would you like a little blue pin or button with the in- 
itials ‘‘ T. B.” standing for ‘True Blue? You can get 
these made without much expense by any button 
maker, 

The best way to increase. attendance at Sunday- 
school is to increase the school spirit. This will go 
farther than any small public recognition in the way 
of pin or button. 





NORTH CAROLINA.—I have been chosen to organize and 
conduct a teacher-training class, How should I proceed ? 

One of the chief difficulties in securing and main- 
taining a teacher-training class is solved if it can 
meet in connection with the Sunday-school as one of 
its regular classes. This settles forever the matter 
of time and place. An extra evening is not required, 
nor the heating of the church for that special meeting. 

How would it do to have some plain talks with that 
Bible class of yours, with a view of training them for 
the office of teaching? Others might be selected 
from the school to come in with them and engage in 
the study. 

The first thing for you to do before you take any 
steps whatever is to inform yourself thoroughly in 
regard to the work of teacher-training. The minute 
= begin this, however, you are in great danger of 

ing led away captive, as many others have been, by 
this fascinating line of Sunday-school work. You 
can aspire to nothing higher than to be a ‘‘ teacher- 
trainer.” I advise you to get some such books as 
Brumbaugh’s ‘‘ The Making of a Teacher” ($1 net), 
Hamill’s ‘‘ Sunday-school Teacher-Training” (50 
cents), Miss Slattery’s ‘*Talks with the Training 
Class” (60 cents and 4o cents), etc. Then get some 
of the text-books, First, I should secure the one pub- 
lished by your own denomination, if there is one. 
Dr. Hamill’s ‘‘ Legion of Honor” (15 “a good 
and very popular. The same is true of Hurlbut’s 
‘* Revised Normal Outlines” (40 cents and 25 cents). 
The: Presbyterians and Baptists have splendid 
courses. I should write to the Rev. J. W. Long, 408 
Tucker Building, Raleigh, North Carolina, and ascer- 
tain what book the North Carolina Association has 
adopted. That will help you. Mr. Long will also be 
able to give you some valuable information in regard 
to the best method of procedure. By all means fol- 
low the plans of the state association, so that your 
students, when they graduate, may receive the Inter- 
national diploma, 

Do not expect results too rapidly. It is the only 
feature of Sunday-school work which, above all others, 
requires downright hard work. A good many of your 
students will fall out by the way, but if you bring 
one-half of your initial number to graduation, you 
have made a grand success, There is no other way 
known to me by which the teaching problem is to be 
solved, but for the Sunday-schools themselves to 
train their own teachers from their own ranks fof 
their own classes. It can be done, but the process 
is neither swift nor easy, and yet it is glorious. 
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With the New Books 





The Old Peabody Pew.—There is a quaint charm 
about Kate Douglas Wiggin’s latest story. She 
takes her readers to a country church in- New Eng- 
land, where the members of the Dorcas Society are 
putting the men to shame by their activity in repair- 
ing the building, outside and in. An unforeseen 
result of the sqciety’s labors is the temporary return 
of a long-absent lover to ‘‘ The Old Peabody Pew,” 
and the happy ending of an interrupted courtship. 
The simple love-story is gracefully told. The pub- 
lishers have given it a canes f setting. (Zhe Old 
Peabody Pew. By Kate Douglas Wiggin. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin, & Co. $1.50.) 


For Teachers that Do Not Teach.— Amos R. 
Wells has filled ninety-five pages with practical sug- 
gestions in ‘‘ The Teacher That Teaches.” He calls 
attention to the fact that there are multitudes of 
scholars who are not learning; hence, many teachers 
are not teaching. Teachers who are honestly seek- 
ing workable suggestions will get them here, and 
the utilizing of one in five of the plans proposed 
would surely bring new life to a class or school. Not 
all the suggestions are equally good, but there are 
enough of the best ideas for any ambitious teacher. 
If there is a useless sentence in the book it is not 
readily discovered. (7he Teacher That Teaches. 
By Amos R, Wells. Pilgrim Press. 60 cents, net.) 


Coillard of the Zambesi.—It 1s well to remember 
that the English-speaking churches are not alone in 
supporting missionaries. France, among other na- 
tions, has had her representatives among the heathen. 
Frangois Coillard, a pioneer among these, aiter a 
boyhood of unusual hardship, went to Basutoland, 
South Africa, in 1859. There, and in Barotsiland, he 
worked for forty-five years. Mr. Mackintosh graphi- 
cally tells how he overcame tremendous opposition, 
won the natives to Christ, as much by his life as by 
his words, enriched the language, laid the founda- 
tions of missionary work on which others have built, 
influenced secular affairs, and dealt wisely with the 
native chiefs and with the government. He has 
skilfully woven into the story illuminating descrip- 
tions of native beliefs and customs. ‘There are 
numerous illustrations from photographs, an ex- 
haustive index, a ener ge andamap. (Cot//ard 
of the Zambest. By C. W. Mackintosh. American 
Tract Society. $2.50; postage, 21 cents.) 


For Better Physical Powers.— How much there 
is in a book title! ‘‘The Efficient Life” is what 
everybody wants to live; and when you see a book 
about it, you want to get at that book. Between 
covers Dr. Gulick’s breezy good sense and his quick- 
ening hints on how to live measure up to your ex- 
pectations—and more. He opens the whole problem 
of a clean, vigorous, physical and mental life so 
frankly and with such cheerful hopefulness that you 
want to put into practise what he preaches, It is the 
life one can live at his best that interests Dr. Gulick, 
—the full-time, intense, joyous, achieving life, in 
which body and brain and spirit work together and 
rest together to the end of utmost accomplishment. 
Chapters on ‘' Speed,” ‘‘The Body Shows Charac- 
ter,” ‘* Exercise—Its Use and Abuse,” ‘‘’The Bath— 
for Body and Soul,” ‘‘Growth in Rest,” are very 


much needed by workers of every sort. ‘‘ The Effi- 
cient Life” makes one want to be up and doing, and 
it points the way. (Zhe Efficient Life. By Luther 


H. Gulick, M. D. 
tion Press. 


Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
$1.20, net; postage, 10 cents.) 


On the Parables.—The significance of our Lord’s 
parables is inexhaustible. Dr. Trench’s great book 
on the gubject is especially valuable for the glimpses 
it gives of the different ways in which men have ap- 

roached the parables in different ages of the church. 

he largest American contribution is George Henry 
Hubbard's ‘‘ The Teaching of Jesus in Parables,” 
which has the flayor of this new world. The author 
seeks to come to the parables without the preposses- 
sions of dogmatic theology, and to discern in each 
the leading idea which their author meant to have 
impressed on his hearers. He ignores much that the 
mere expositor treats as of significance, believing it 
to be no more than part of the historic setting. He 
fastens on what he believes to be the core of the 
story, connects it with our Lord's teaching elsewhere, 
and develops its application to our own times and 
circumstances, The book is full of suggestion, often 
original in its interpretations, and eminently practi- 
cal. The theology is orthodox of the liberal shade, 
sometimes: the orthodox element coming to the 
front, and sometimes the other. The book is open to 
the charge of unduly subordinating the social element 
in some interpretations. To avoid identifying the 
church with the Kingdom, the author goes to the 
other extreme of making it mean the soul, or charac- 
ter. He falls into the usual error of treating the 
story of the Good Samaritan as a parable, whereas it 
is a law Case, submitted to a lawyer for his decision. 
(The Teaching of Jesus in Parables. By George 
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Henry Hubbard. The Pilgrim Press. $1.50, net; 
postage, 17 cents.) ; 


The Art of Life Series.— The reason why the 
problems ef human living are so absorbingly inter- 
esting is that ‘‘they never reach a final solution.” 
There is always an ‘‘ unavoidable element of experi- 
ment.” Hence life is a fine art. ‘‘ To illuminate 
this never-to-be-finished art of living” is the aim of 
“The Art of Life Series” of little books of about 
sixty pages each, edited by the distinguished Edward 
Howard Griggs. The first book is by Professor 
Griggs himself, and is called ‘‘ The Use of the Mar- 
gin.” There is a margin of time that we have to 
spend as we please—not as we must. This is signifi- 
cant and sacred. What shall we do with it? Very 
profitably does Mr. Griggs discuss in these few pages, 
work, play, rest, concentration, dissipation, medita- 
tion, and nature, as means to the best culture of one’s 
powers. 

The second volume, ‘‘ Where Knowledge Fails,” is 
by Professor Earl Barnes—like Griggs, a well-known 
lecturer and -educationist. Barnes, as an investi- 
gator, is always interesting, but some of his conclu- 
sions must be received with great caution. In this 
little book, however, he has spoken quite masterfully. 
It is a beguiling essay in defense of faith as belief in 
one’s own personal significance, in God, and in im- 
mortality. The argument is at once logically con- 
vincing, and the author’s reverent confidence in his 
oy ge is stimulating and inspiring. (7he Ar/ 
of ife Series: The Use of the Margin. By Edward 

oward Griggs. Where Knowledge Fails. By 
Earl Barnes. New York: B. W. Huebsch. Each 50 
cents, net; postage, 5 cents.) 





For Children at Home 





Her Journey 
By Alix Thorn 


DAINTY little maiden 
Took a journey, so they say, 

She rode for quite an hour, I guess, 

One pleasant autumn day ; 
And a-‘morning paper rested 

On her stiffly starched pink gown, 
While she read it, every minute, 

All the way to Boston town. 


A field of golden pumpkins 
Lay full with'n her view ; 
With brimming basket on his arm 
The popcorn man came through 3 
She clutched the paper tightly, 
Nor raised her eyes of brown; 
Like grown folks sat sedately 
And rode to Boston town. 


She never saw the windmills 
A turning ’gainst the sky; 
She didn’t see a flock of crows 
Fly o’er a field close by; 
The inaples glowed like torches, 
Her brows were in a frown, 
For one must know the news, she thought, 
When bound for Boston town. 


Her doll, her sweet Belinda, 
Lay forgotten on the seat ; 

A stranger child sat just ahead, 
So fiiendly and so neat; 

Yet still she held the paper. 
All the way to Boston town, 

This dainty maid—but oh, my dears, 
She held it upside down! 

Mount Vernon, N, Y.- 


& 


Polly and the Tea-Party 


By Paul Suter 
A True Story 


¢¢ EMEMBER, she’s a little bit skittish, She 
likes to have her own way. But if you're 
kind to Pcliy, I’m sme she'll be kind to you.” 
The Doctor stroked Potly’s beautiful brown neck, 
and told John, the stableman, ‘to see that she was 
made comfortable. Alice and Marjorie looked on, 
and longed to pet their father’s new horse; but the 
were afraid—she seemed so big and proud, though 
her eyes were gentle enough. 
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However, when she was safe in the stable, they 
took courage to go in and see her. She turned her 
head as they entered. Then Alice, who was larger 
than her sister, walked boldly into the stall and 
patted Polly’s nose. 

‘‘Didn’t papa say so?” she exclaimed, gleefully, 
to Marjorie. ‘‘She’s as kind as she can be!”—and 
Marjorie, not to be outdone, followed slowly and 
stroked the mare’s smooth, round side. 

When the doctor’s children w to know Polly 
better, they found her the gentlest creature in the 
world. She ate lumps of — from their hands, and 
sometimes apples; but her favorite dainty was bread 
or cake made soft with water. Once or twice she 
proved her skittishness by breaking out of the stable 
and running around the = though she was 
careful, even then. She kept always to the big, 
broad paths, and seemed to y wea t the flower 
beds were not to be walked on. When John, the 
stableman, came hurrying to catch her again, she 
would look at him with, a mischievous light in her 
great, brown eyes, as if to say, ‘‘I’m not so bad, after 
all, am I?” 

One day Polly was put into her stall, and the door 
shut. She was not to come out that afternoon, John 
said, because it was Alice’s birthday. She and Mar- 
jorie and the little girls from next door were to have a 
dolls’ tea-party in the aga They tried two or three 

laces for the table, but none were so good as the 
ittle plot of grass just in front of the stable. When 
they had the dishes all set out there, with rich, creamy 
milk in the little cups, sliced apples and oranges on 
the plates, and in the middle a ginger pudding made 
on purpose for the party, a better time could not have ~ 
been imagined. The little girls ate daintily, and of- 
fered a part of each dish to their dollies; and they had 
no idea that any one was watching their banquet but 
themselves. 

But, presently, Marjorie looked up and screamed. 
Alice looked, too, and what she saw made her turn 
pale. The stable door had been pushed open, and 
there stood Polly, just behind their dolls’ tea table. 
She was coming out! It was too late to run. 

‘*Oh, what shall we do?” cried Marjorie. 

But Polly had not forgotten her friends. She 
paused one moment, with her neck arched, and her 
nostrils wide open. Then,she jumped up into the 
air and over the party, without touching one of them. 
When they recovered from their fright, she was quite 
at the other end of the garden. 

That night, Alice and Marjorie told their father 
the whole story. He looked very grave, and said : 

*-It was a narrow escape—a very narrow escape. 
But you see, my dears, kindness always pays for it- 
self in the end.” 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





| Worth Repeating 





Critical Moments 


From “ Helps to Godly Living,” by Frederick Temple, D.D., 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 


VERY now and then come critical moments, 
when we have to make a deliberate choice, when 
we have to give our thought and our will to 

what is to be done, when there is no longer room for 
mere impulse, but the circumstances compel us to 
know fully, as fully as our capacities will enable us, 
what it is that we are doing. 

Such times may no doubt vary very greatly in im- 

rtance. They may be supreme moments in our 
ives, and on our decisions may depend the whole 
current of the rest of our days. One road may lead 
us straight to nobleness of soul, to truth of character, 
to purity of heart; the other may lower us perma- 
nently to a different rank in the spiritual estimate. 
Or again, the decision may have no more importance 
than it gets by being deliberate and expressing the 
real act of the will. 

But in either case, what is the light that shines 
upon our path, what is the aim at which our eye is 
gazing? At these crises, when, if ever, the whole 
soul is cailed forth, what is the determining question 
in our minds? Is it the question of duty and of duty 
only? Then surely, if ever, we ought to ke able to 
rise to the dignity of self-sacrifice. Then surely 
above interest, and above pride, and above self-will, 
and above every attraction that can draw the soul, 
ought to stand that one desire to do what is really 
tight which God has set before the ‘conscience as the 
image of his very self. 

Compel yourself to recognize that all else will cer- 
tainly perish, all that you can enjoy, all that you can 
win, all that you can do, but that the one eternal 
thing on earth is the duty that has been done in it, 
or the duty that has been left undone; and when you 
have done that, you will have for your own the single 
eye that lights up all the nature ; and till you have 
done that, you will find the sentence true to the letter 
of yourself and of all your life: ‘‘ The light that is in 
thee is darkness, and how great is that darkness!” 























LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Review) 





EASTER MUSIC 


New S. S. Services or Rregrems 
dd od RES E.8. Lorens 
CHRIST nage gee B. by Ira *. Wilson 
Usual Prices. A each free to super- 
intendent or FS. asalcos this paper. 


Easter Treasury No. 13 
Recitation, Exercise, Drill and Tableau Book- 
let. Exceptional Primary Material. 15 cents 
per copy post- 


Hew 1908 S. $. Song-Book 
UNITED PRAISE, by Lorenz and Wilson 
224 Pages, over 100 new songs, bound in eloth 
boards. Price 35 cents per copy. i per 
hundred. A returnable copy sent post-paid 
for 30 days’ examination by phn As this 
paper. 


‘ 


Catalogue of Sunday-sehool music, anthems, 
sheet music, male chorus music, organ music, 
free by mentioning this paper. 


THE LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 
216-218 
ew YORE DAYTON, OHIO 


EASTER SERVICES 


* ee OF A 
HE LIGHT OF L 
THE KING OF GLORY 
* Orchestrated. 
A package of samples, the above three and others, 
will be sent on receipt of 10 cents. 
EASTER POST CARDS 
We have just added 4 new cards to our series of 
Easter Song Post Cards—handsomely decorated in 
colors, a beautiful Easter Greeting to send your 
scholars. 12 cards, assorted, 7 titles,15 cents. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
159, Ete vewrv 57 Washington St. 


EASTER I$ COMING 


Easter Glory Bells, or Victory, will please your 

















Sunday-school. We mail the two services for 5 cents. 
Easter Recitations and Exercises. No. 5, with 
oe songs, is a fine collection. 32 pages. 10 cents. 


I'he Easter issue of The Choir, our anthem journal, 
is a fine one. 5 cents will bring a sample cop Py. 

Free. A new “Glory Song,” and several other beau- 
tifui sample songs from Joy and Praise, our new Sun- 
day-school book for 1908. Ask for the new*‘Glory Song.”” 

Catalogue of Easter and other new music free. 

FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street, 41-43 Bible House, 
Cincinnati, O. New York 


Easter Services 


THE EASTER GUEST 
KING EVER GLORIOUS 
Two new <— original services for Easter by Adam 
Geibel, W. Post, Mrs. Florence Williams Falconer, 
Lizzie De deo and other Seve writers. 
5 cents per cop. paid. 
$4.00 per hun reds not at prepaid. 
Send ro cents for packet of four services. 


ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. }2¢Arsh St: 
EASTER, 1908 


Ss New SERVICES FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. | 
$4 the hundred, net; 55 cents the dozen by mail. 


The Song of vDawt | 











10 cents in stamps 


E]| The Glorious Dawn y merge «yf ana any 


R| Calvary’s Conqueror 
A special department ot Kaster cones ma be fund § in 
our great Sunday-school song book ‘The Voice of 
Praise,”’ $25 the hundred. Returnable sample free. 
Hall-Mack Co., Philadelphia, New York,Chicago 
FASTER LEAFLETS, HANGERS, 
AND NOVELTIES 


beautiful and cnqyeies productions of high-class 
lithography. 

REE—Our 112-page catalogue giving illustra- 

tions, full descriptions, and prices, of the above, 

sides our numerous Sunday-school supplies. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., pf3,Desk Strest. 


HALLOWED HYMNS .wco 


son of IRA D. 
worTH mies SEEING_EVEN OUT OF CURIOSITY 


too are soos VUST PUBLISHED 


Boards $25—Cloth $30 per 100—35c & 40c pootpaid 
Returnable copies mailed to “ earnest inqutrer: 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


“When the Swallows Homeward Fly” 


The Most Striking and Original Decorative Idea of the Day. 
The arrangement 1s exceptionally «= and €_: the 
Swallows in fall fight. For 
Walls of Homes or College 
Rooms, Deus, Libraries, 


Cosey-Corners, and Club 2, 1907 
Room Panels or Mirrors. 
Made of heavy. special rever- Ex. 
sible paper, blackand allCollezge 

Colors—16 to flock. Affixed «in & 

pins, tacks or paste. 0c. per flock 
postpaid ; club of 10, any color, for $4.00. 
NOVELTY DECORATING (O. MFRS., 147 West 26th St., N. Y. 








CARDS, BOOKLETS, 




















Pat. 





Commencement Invitations and Programs 
FS "INVITATIONS 


EDDIN 100 for $3.50 


cements, etc.engraved & printed 
Latest bE, Cost at quality, sent prepaid anywhere, 
Visiting Cards 1 d0; with case 75c. Monogram 
stationery. Write for samples. 

The Estabrook Press,26 Head Bldg, Tremont St. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For the Alert 


An Attractive Annual Meeting 


HE Bedford Presbyterian Bible School, 
Brooklyn, N, Y., of which Delavan L. 
Pierson is superintendent, has found 

the secret of making the people want to at- 
tend business meetings. This program of 
the annual meeting, held January 22, 1908, 
is both appetizing and suggestive : 


THE MARCH OF EVENTS 


Dress Parade—Old Friends and New 


Mistress of Ceremonies, Miss Hubbs, 
Chairman of the Social Committee 


Feasting and Fellowship Around the 
Mess-Table 


Poestding Goats, Mr. George W. Cross, 
ssociate Superintendent 





Annual Reports and Retorts 
Memorabilia of the annual meeting, 1907, by 
Howard W. Drake, General Secretary. 
How the members come and go: the Secretary's 
annual report. 

How the money comes, by Robert N. Ladd, 
Financial Secretary. 

How the money goes, by H. W. Drake, Acting 
‘Treasurer. 

Report of the State Examiners, by George B. 
Pettit, Chairman of Auditing Committee. 

Work at Home and Abroad 

Extension work in the homes, by Edward A. 
Hook, Associate Superintendent of the 
Home Department. 

Extension work in the school, by A. J. Sammis, 
Chairman of the Outlook Committee. 

Extension work in the world, by George W. 
Cross, Chairman of the Missionary Com- 
mittee. 

An Interlude 


Mr. Dooley on the Bedford Bible School, by 
William M. Strong, former Chairman of 
the Program Committee. 

How the primaries are won, by Mrs. D. L. 
Pierson, Superintendent of the Primary 
Department. 

How the battle goes-—retrospect and prospect, 
By Delavan L. Pierson, Superintendent. 

Presentations of trophies for some of the victors. 

Annual Election of Officers 

Predestination — Report of the Nominating 
Committee, Chester D. Griesemer, Chair- 
man. 

Election—ballots and blackballs. 

Freewill — methods of government for 1908. 
INiscussion and decision concerning plans 
for the coming year. 


A Farewell Song 
*% 


Interesting the Boys 


te intermediate department was large 
to overflowing. Every class had done 
its best through the winter to keep up 
attendance, and each teacher had grown 
more and more interested in the Old Testa- 
ment studies as prepared for the grammar 
school grade of pupils. But— 

The boys in one large class, which, by the 
way, should have been divided into two 
smaller classes, were ‘‘ raising Cain’’ at each 
session. Their favorite teacher had left town, 
and they threatened to bolt. What they 
said they would or wouldn’t do was full of 
awful penalties for the school, and, of course, 
the superintendent shuddered ! 

In all soberness, however, the situation 
was not pleasant. ,The superintendent had 
again and again told the teachers that the 
big stick was not a saving principle for boys 
at Sunday-school. While one cr two advo- 
cated the hiring of a policeman, he argued 
for something that would command the in- 
terest without the use of force. Boys were 
easy to lead, but hard to drive. ‘‘ Let’s find 
just the thing to attract, and in spite of every- 
thing these fine, but noisy, fellows will be- 
come the pride of all the teachers,’’ 

‘* But what will you do?’’ was the query 
from the ever-loyal, but now half-skeptical 
teachers. And this is the query that brought 
the result told of here. 

It was clear that some new and radical 
method was imperative. And whatever 
method should be decided upon must start 
with the boys and work toward the school, 
instead of starting with the lessons of the 
patriarchs and working toward the boys. 


.They had been studying about Abraham’s 





Superintendent 





greatness and goodness, about Isaac’s un- 
willingness to fight to advance his own in- 
terests, about Jacob’s dream, and how he 
became a better man, and they had learned 
to repeat the names of the old man’s sons 
with much gusto. 

The plan adopted to capture the ‘ wild 
horses’’’ was nothing more or less than a 
‘*game,’’ They all wanted to play a game, 
and at the suggestion they pricked up their 
ears and awaited developments. The read- 
ing lesson assigned the previous Sunday was 
the thirty-seventh chapter of Genesis, and all 
had come full of the story, but perhaps more 
full of the game. 

Pencils were provided for each scholar. 
The names of those working out the game 
perfectly were to be written on the board, 
and the one completing a perfect paper first 
was to receive a prize of ‘* The Greatest 
Thing in the World,’’ ‘‘The Swiss Guide,’’ 
or ‘* Laddie.’’ At a given signal all started, 
This was the paper handed to each: 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 
PRESBYTERIAN 6S. S. 
ITHACA, N.Y. 

Class Work. April 21, 1907 
[Zo de written in class by each pupil.) 
JOSEPH, THE SLAVE BOY 


[The reading lesson was assigned the previous 
Sunday, Genesis, Chapter 37.] 








A grandson of Abraham, whose name was 
I ce 


. o OF . lived in the land of C. 
He had. .sons, and their business was to 
Their names were : 
SS Sere ae g.-I . ° 
’ SS tae ee th ee 
SB Bes 2 2s mE. « TS Fis 2 « 
ene a A. 12.B. 


The name of the next to the youngest boy was 
. the favorite with his . So fond of 
the lad was. . . that he had made for him a 
(* +P nes 4 The sight of = hand- 
some ' made the eleven. . . very. 
and they . Joseph and could not even talk 
with him without. . 

They grew angrier after Joseph told them of 
two. . he had had, in one of which his. . 
brothers’ sheaves of wheat bowed before his 
sheaf, and in the other the sun and. . and 
eleven . . bowed before him. 

When Joseph was about: . . years old, his 

. sent him on an errand to his . . who 
were tending their . As he approached, 


they resolved to. .him. His brother. 
rescued him, however, but let them throw 
Joseph intoa. . .or. . 

After a time, when R. . Was away, they 
saw passing by a. . . of. . bound for the 
land of . Some one sugge sted that Joseph 
be. . to the, ‘hey all agreed, and 
got as pay. . pieces of silver. 

The coat of. . colors they dipped into the 
blood ofa. . . and brought to . rhe old 


man wept and . his clothes, thinking of 
course that his darling boy. owas. . .by 
‘anevil. . 
‘The Midianites took . . and sold him as a 
slave in. . .t0. .., an officer of P.-.., 
and, . .of the guard. 


Sign mame. ....«. 


ae. 5. «4-4 


This is the story of how Joseph became a 
slave ; next Sunday we shall study how, by 
God's help, Joseph, the slave, became governor 
of all Egypt. 


Succeed? Why, yot never saw such in- 
terest given anything as those boys gave that 
game. Every one had his head down over 
the paper, and seventy-five pencils hurried 
over the blank spaces provided for answers. 
For twenty minutes it was areal game, and 
each wanted to win. Ten minutes more 
were taken up with reading the correct an- 


swers and marking each other’s papers. And 
then it was time to close. - 
What had been accomplished? Discipline | 


had been established without the use of a 
stick or a policeman. 
deepened on the part of the teachers. 
school had won the hearts of the recalcitrants. 
And what is more, the lessons of Joseph’s 
wonderful career were impressed in a way 
never to be forgotten. It was the best 
teaching day of the year. The students 
liked it so well they voted for another the 
next Sunday ; and for two successive Sundays, 


( Continued on next page, second column) 


Faith in boyhood was | 
The | 





Than those of : 
American Manufacture 


The fact that our Government 

collects is eavy Duty on the 

same ELY does not 
rove the Quality, but only 
REASES the Price. 


Cocoa 


is the Perfection of 
American Manufacture, 
and in 
PURITY, QUALITY 
and FLAVOR 


stands without an 
equal. 








ual iene 
aw than Price 


Price within the 
reach of all 


IT’S UP TO YOU 
See Your Grocer 


A Good 
Salary 


to 
Canvassers 


In the place of the usual commission we are 
now paying a definite monthly salary to can- 
vassers for The Young Man in Business, 
the little magazine with ginger in it. Ever 
man under seventy wants it either for himse 
or his employees. Write quick. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. 


























The American 
Standard 
Bible 


is a Bible which every one 
can understand. It re- 
quires no scholarly knowl- 
edge to interpret the 
meaning, and no dictionary 
to explain obsolete words, phrases and 
expressions. It makes everything clear. 

For sale by all booksellers and publishers. 

Interesting Booklet Sent Free 

Send a postal card for our free booklet 
which tells the reverent story of this noble 
work. It will give you a true idea of what 
the American Standard Bible means to the 
religious world. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for 50 years. 


37 a East 18th Street, New York 

















GREEK- -Hebrew Simplified. New system. Mas- 
tered by a boy at home. Year’s course,$30. Monthly 
payments. Bible Institute, Shores St., Taunton, Mass. 


GReouaTe COURSE at Home. Write Pres. 


Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
ducted small se- 


EUROPE "ar" $250 e:s22ee 


Bry~. i summer tour. J. P.Grah am, 
Prin. Lawrence School, Box 1055 M. 'Pitisburgh, Pa. 
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The pages of our beautiful catalog are 
open for your critical iaspectioa. 

After years of labor and expense we |} 
have produced a catalog showing true | 
colors, patterns and descriptive matter of 
many Shawknit styles. ‘ 

i 

We want all of our friends in every sec- | 
tion of the country to have a copy at our 
expense — so arranged and priced as to | 
keep you thoroughly posted on our famous, | 
hand-finished products — men’s half-hose | 
and children’s long ribbed cotton stockings. —_ 
IT WILL PAY YOU TO SEND | 

FOR THIS CATALOG TO- |} 
| DAY —IT’S FREE | 
Style 2SW,, illustrated herewith, is 


particularly recom- | 


mended for its great wearing qualities, It 

a um heavy weight cotton stocking 
with fast black uppers and wadyed mat- 
ural combed Egyotlan le sole. 
This style has filled a long-felt want, com- 
bining style and comfort without sacrific- 
ing either. 


Price, 25 cts. per pair, or six pairs ina 
neat box for $1.50. Transportationcharges . 
prepaid to any part of the U.S. Sizes, 9 
to 11} inclusive. 


If your dealer offers a substitute, 
order from us direct, being sure 
to state size wanted, 





Shawknit Socks are easy on the foot — 


no seams 
Are “true to their colors” — never fade 
Wear longest, b — honest made 





SHAW STOCKING CO. 
29 Smith St., Lowell, Mass. 
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Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 


BOSTON NEWYORK PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO LOUUISVILLE DALLAS 


Main Office & Works HASTINGS: MASS. 45, 
H.—Hastincs Co. 


Rare opportunity for serviceable Second- 
Hand Organs at low prices 

















INDIVIDUAL 


J J 
Communion Service 
. - Many materials, 
: pee Many designs. 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 





name of church 
and number of 
communicants. 
GEO, H. SPRINGER, Mgr. 
256-258 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 





them were all too slight. 











Pews, Pulpits, Altar Chairs 
Sunday-school Seats, portable 
chairs, collection plates, com- = 
| ) munion tables, lodge furniture, 
| etc. Ask for hig catalog No. 59. © 
EB. H. Stafford Manufac- 
- turing Co., Chicago, lll. 














——_— 





feet pot oe WIGHT 


dimensions. Book of Light and 
estimate free. 1, P. Frink, 551 Pearl St.. New York. 





om ELE S = 
Chime a Specialty 
Peal UcSuase Br Founsar Ce., Batmont, Mo., U.S.A. 
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covering all of Joseph’s life, did the game 

idea work out with finest of results. : 
Returning to the lessons as before, the inter- 

est was splendid, and attention all that could 


be expected. The boys became the pride of 


all. 

We record this that all department teach- 
ers who have similar difficulties may take 
heart and try again. If things go wrong, be 
assured it is the fault of the methods used, 
not the fault of the boys.—Dsncan C, Lee, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 


John Manderson’s Questions‘ 


ws HERE have I failed ? ’’ asked John 
Manderson of himself, as he set- 
tled down in the Morris chair 
after he returned from Sunday-school. His 
thought ran back over the five years he had 
been superintendent of the Sunday-school. 

Had he failed? How the incidents of 
these years stood out before him! Girls and 
boys who were twelve years old when he 
became superintendent had come to the 
border-land of manhood and womanhood. 
Were they five years nearer the Christian’s 
estate? Some were; yes, he could remem- 
ber many of them by name. But others,— 
well, what could be said about the others ? 
Some were still in contact with the church 
and school influence, but the ties that bound 
And some—and 
some—! ‘The hot tears filled John Mander- 
son’s eyes as he thought of some whose 
childish faces had once smiled back at him 
as he stood at the desk, but now were seen 
no more in Sunday-school. Dead? No; 
that would be sad enough, But some were 
already started on the certain downward 
path to moral wreckage. Yes, he saw one 
of the boys only yesterday. His face, young 
as it was, was coarsened by the beginnings 
of a wild life. 

Had he failed as a superintendent? Of 
course, he wasn’t the teacher of these young 
folks. Surely the main responsibility rested 
on the teachers.. But—did it ? How persistent 
that question was! After all, was it any- 
body’s responsibility, or was it just the law 
of average? Some can be held and some 
can’t be held. That seemed plausible at 
first, but somehow it didn’t comfort John 
Manderson much. 

How far was he, the superintendent, re- 
sponsible for the work of the teachers? It 
wasn’t a pleasant question, and he wished it 
hadn’t come up. But there itwas. Really, 
he had always felt that the questions of the 
teacher’s work and influence: were matters 
for her to settle, and not for him. But was 
that true, after all? 

Some of his teachers were choice ones, in- 
deed; they were careful students of the 
Book they taught, and equally careful stu- 
dents of the pupils to whom they taught the 
Book. But some others were only fair, and 
some were very poor teachers indeed, It 
was very hard to get teachers in 
Sunday-school, and sometimes he had to 
take any he could get. And so it happened 
that in a part of his school very indifferent 
teaching work had been done: and he knew 
it, and had known it these five long years, 

Was he responsible for this condition? 
Almost angrily he tried to put the question 
from him, but back it came every time. If 
he wasn’t responsible, who was ? He thought 
the pastor equally culpable, but that didn’t 
relieve him of his own share of the responsi- 
bility, which got heavier all the time. 

After all, what had he really done to im- 
prove the teaching work of the school? 
Teachers had come, and had stayed on or 
had gone out of the work. He had talked 
to them often about their class work, but 
there he had stopped. Oh, yes, he had 
prayed for them, too; he was a man of 
prayer. But never once had‘ he offered a 
single teacher a helpful hour of Bible study ; 
never a chance to learn better the laws of 
teaching; never an opportunity to study 
carefully the mental and physical character- 
istics of the boys and girls under her care. 

Never had he seen to it that the teachers 
were provided with helpful and stimulating 
books on their. work. True, some had 
bought and read books of this character, but 
the majority of his teachers scarcely knew 
there were such books. Was that his fault? 
As he thought about it, it looked so. 








1 Little Talks—Number One. Published in pam- 
phlet form, deckel-edge cover, silk-sewn. 5 cents a 
copy; so cents adozen. ‘The Sunday School Times 
Co., 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


How about himself? Had he enriched 
his own mind with helpful reading better to 
prepare him for his task? Why, he didn’t 
recall reading a book on Sunday-school work 
in all the five years ; and yet he was spoken 
of as occupying the place in church next in 
importance to that of the pastor. Had he 
mingled with other Sunday-school workers, 
each to share with the other his problems 
and his successes? No, truly, he hadn’t ; 
he’d been too busy. 

Too busy! John Manderson didn’t like 
the sound of that phrase, as he sat in the 
quiet of his home that Sunday. Is it possi- 
ble to be too busy to do the Lord’s work 


to do and then deny us the time in which’ to 
do it faithfully ? 

The superintendent of Sunday-school 
was quiet for a long time. The plans of his 
life were shifted in that quiet hour, and rela- 
tionships were readjusted. His duty to his 
teachers and to his work became very plain, 
though simple, and a new purpose was ‘con- 
ceived and carried out. 


u 
The Senior Fortification 


** How do you manage to keep so many 
young men in your Sunday-school?’’ was 





sion of a superintendent who had achieved 
unusual success in interesting young men in 
Bible study. 

** We do it,’’ said he, ‘* by means of our 
Senior Fortification !’’ 

‘*Senior Fortification!’’? exclaimed the 
questioner, ‘‘what in the world do you 
mean by that? I am familiar with the 
Cradle Roll, Home Department, Decision 
Day, and a lot of other new ideas in Sunday- 
school work, but really this is the first time 
I have ever heard of the Senior Fortifica- 
tion.’’. 

‘* Well,’’ said the superintendent, ‘‘ there 
| it is,’’? pointing to a row of class-rooms in 
semi-circular form, surrounding the interme- 
diate department. ‘‘In each one of those 
rooms there is a senior class. Over yonder 
there is a group of prominent business men, 
taught by a successful merchant. In the 
center is a mixed class of men and women, 
over fifty in number, who are wonderfully 
interested in the study of the Bible. . In the 
room to the right forty mothers may be 


( Continued on next page, second column) 











Hot Biscuit 
Kind of Breakfast Passing Away 


The-old time hot biscuit played a prom- 
inent role in the breakfast bill of fare, 
along with fried potatoes, ham and eggs, 
and coffee. 

The whiter and lighter the biscuit the 
more pleased the cook, which was usually 





| Mother, who did the best she could, with 


| her understanding of the matter. 

But most people have learned in re- 
cent years that white flour lacks the 
nourishing elements of the entire wheat 
berry, and many cases of imperfect nu- 
trition follow its use. 

In Grape-Nuts, all the food elements 
| of wheat and barley are used, and this 
|largely accounts for results similar to 
| those given in the following letter : 
| ‘TT wish to tell of the health and 
| strength-giving properties of Grape- 

Nuts. I am 45 years old and had for 
| years been afflicted with indigestion and 
other stomach troubles, brought on by 
| eating hot biscuit, white bread and im- 
| properly cooked cereals. 
| ‘Noticing an advertisement stating 
the benefits derived from eating Grape- 
| Nuts, I was skeptical because I had 
tried so many so-called ‘ health foods.’ 
|I thought it would be useless to try 
| Grape-Nuts. 
| ‘But during the last six months I 
| have been eating it, my stomach has 
| been the best for years, my mind clear, 
| my nerves quiet, and a feeling-of buoy- 
| ancy pervades my whole being. 
| “This I attribute to Grape-Nuts as 
I have left off using medicines. I now 
firmly believe in the brain-clearing, 
| nerve-steadying and muscle-building 
| properties of Grape-Nuts. 
| ‘**T am healthier than I have been for 
years, weigh 180 lbs., which is more than 
ever before.” 

‘*There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
‘The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


well? That is, does the Lord give us work. 


asked at the close of a Sunday-school ges- |- 
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ever used. Powdered Mica 
in the grease forms a glass- 
like coating on axle which 
practically destroys fric- 
tion. Ask the dealer and 
don’t be without Mica 
Axle Grease for a day. 
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The Young People 
and the Church 


By President WOODROW WILSON, 
of Princeton University 


Keen thrusts, cutting deep into fundamental 
truths, that will startle parents and teachers 
and ministers into a new view of their re- 
sponsibilities, A beautiful gift book. Bound 
in fine leather, 50 cents. In paper, 10 cents, 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 22 (Review) 








_This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 

ther. If a housewife wants the 

octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 

















Syracuse ) 
University 


SYRACUSE, 


Offers, beside the_ regular “College Courses, 
Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engi- 
neering, Architecture, Music Painting, 
Law, Medicine, Sociolo Y, Pedago gogy. 

Over Forty of the leading Universities of this 
country and Europe are represented on 
the Faculty of the College of. Liberal Arts. 
Tuition expenses are so moderate that 
they are less than the fees in some Col- 
leges where — tuition is given. 

nd for catalog. 


SUMMER SCHOOL, July 6—August 15 
Bulletin sent on application. 
A Training School for the Christian 
Hal { f or Ministry. Open to College Graduates 
of all Coneamnntions on equal terms, 


Specialization in each Department. 
Conscen | ~ — and mpens Seminary 


Pedagogy. ™ 
Address THE DEAN, fie art lord, Conn. 
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Shorthand 


PARAGON | SHORTHAND.—Learned in one week. 

Valuable invention by expert tesa gr mae not by | 
mere theorist. Speed capacity beyond reach of the 
hand. Easiest toread. Address Paragon Shorthand | 
Institute, 15 Camp Street, New Orleans, 


Motion Pictures 


MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, 

Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Sale. Catalogue Free. We also Buy Magic Picture 
Machines, Films, Slides, etc. Harbach & Company, 
809 Filbert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


For Bible Students 


ADDRES ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE! 

MEMORY. Mailed frec to introduce educational 
works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing | 
a The Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New | 




















GOSPEL POST-CARDS. Something new. Scrip 
ture illustrated. Striking designs. Help spre ad 
the Gospel. Societies and agents make money selling. 
tt for 25 cents, 75 for $r. ion Specialty Co., 514 C | 
remont T: empie, Boston. 


Live Stock 


THE celebrated Hungarian and English Partridges 
and Pheasants, the large Hungarian Hares, all 
kinds of Deer, Quail, etc., for stocking purposes. Fancy | 
Pheasants, ornamental waterfowl and Sen wild animals 
of every description. Write for price list. 
Mackensen, Dept 22, Yardley, Penna. 


Financial 


Sx PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 
$2,000,000.00 asscts. Over half million dollars 
id investors during past _12 years. Write for book- 
et. New York a a Co., Suite 500, 489 

Fifth Avenue, New Y 
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found every Sunday afternoon, and on the 
opposite side are fifty of the brightest young 
men in the city, taught by a clever young 
lawyer.’’ 

A visit to the school a few weeks later re- 
vealed the fact that the enthusiastic superin- 
tendent had not overstated the strength of 
his ‘Senior Fortification’’ by any means. 
There were the leading men and women of 
the congregation, with a good representa- 
tion of official members filling the class-rooms 
almost to overflowing. In six adult classes 
in this school, which, by the way, is the 
Bridge Street Methodist of Belleville, Ontario, 
there are 370 members, or almost exactly 
half of the entire membership of the school. 

‘* Why,’’ said the superintendent, ‘* be- 
fore a boy can get out of this school he has 
to break through that Senior Fcrtification, 
and he hardly ever does it.’’ 

Too many have talked about the Sunday- 
school as if it were intended mainly for the 
juveniles, and the practise of addressing the 
scholars in a childish way is altogether too 
common.® It is therefore scarcely to be 
wondered at that sturdy young fellows of 
eighteen or twenty feel that the Sunday- 
school is no place for them. On the other 
hand, when they see the representative men 
of the town, especially their own fathers, 
attending the school, their attitude will be 
entirely changed. They will begin to feel 
that young men can mingle to good advan- 
tage with such society, and that the Sunday- 
school is a place for strong men as well as 
little children. 

There is no such effective way, too, of 
interesting young folks in the study of the 
Scriptures at home as for the older people to 
identify themselves with their boys and girls 
in this delightful work, not saying ‘‘Go,’’ 
but ‘*Come.’? The easy and careless 
method is for the mother to say to her boy: 
** John, go over yonder in the corner and 
study your lesson for next Sunday.’’ ‘The 
sensible and influential way would be for the 
mother to call the boy to her side and say: 
** Now,eJohn, let us sit down together and 
talk about the beautiful story in the Sunday- 
school lesson,’’ 

Let me add the following incident to show 
how interest was enlisted in the Sunday- 
school cause. In a Canadian town one 
Sunday morning not long ago, at the close 
ot a sermon on the claims of the Sunday- 
school, a fellowship meeting was held, at- 
tended by a majority of the congregation 
who had listened to the sermon, The pas- 
tor asked everybody to speak to the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ What am I doing to help the Sunday- 
school?’’ This proved to be a poser for 
some vf the people, and threatened to 
‘“*throw a coldness over the meeting.’’ 
Think of men and women who had not been 
inside a Sunday-school for ten years having 
to answer a question like that! It was 
scarcely to be wondered at that, at first, 
there were some very prolonged and awk- 
ward pauses, At last a middle-aged gentle- 
man arose, and said, ‘* The pastor has given 
us rather a hard task this morning in asking 
us to tell what we are doing to help the 
Sunday-school. It will not take me long to 
speak of what I am doing, for I am not giv- 
ing the slightest assistance. Before coming 
to this town I used to be a teacher, and 
greatly enjoyed the work, but with a change 
| of residence there came also a change of 
| habits, and for the past two years I have not 

been near the school. I feel thoroughly 
ashamed of myself this morning, and intend 
to do better.”’ 

Several other very frank testimonies were 

| given, and then toward the close of the meet- 
| ing a lady spoke in a quiet, unassuming way: 
| ** I can’t say that I am doing much to help 
the Sunday-school, for I cannot attend, as I 
| have a large family and many domestic 
duties. There is one thing, however, that 
I alwaysdo. No matter how busy I am I 
manage to find time to gather my children 
around me for a short time each week and 
| talk over the Sunday-school lesson, and then 
| I question them when they return from 
| school,’’ 
| This woman was doing more than she 
thought, for she was giving her boys and 
| girls an object lesson of her own interest in 
the Bible, and in their spiritual welfare. 

The greatest need of the hour is for Chris- 
| tian fathers and mothers to take a more 
| active part in Sunday-school work, both at 
home and in the church. 

By all means let us have the ‘‘ Senior 
Fortification ’”’ in all our schools.— Zhe Rev. 
A. C. Crews, D.D., Toronto, Ont. 








MADB PERFECT BY FORTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE. 


my shines for a world of housekeepers, and best of all the shine will last. 
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ll be convinced and delighted. It Makes The Stove An Ornamen 
Jon’t take any other kind said to be just as good. 
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There should be a copy of ‘* The Making of a 
Teacher,’’ by Dr. Brumbaugh, in your Sun- 
day-school. It’s expensive to be without it. 
Loan it around among the teachers—one or 
two weeks each. See what it will do in stimu- 
lating even your best teachers to better work. 


‘* The Making of a Teacher ’’ discusses, among many other topics, 
how to get attention, the use of memory, how to ask questions, 
how to conduct recitations; and then studies Jesus as the ideal 
teacher, Each chapter is followed by questions, It is a great 
text-book—for the individual or for the class. 367 pp. $1.00 





net postpaid. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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OU will be satisfied with the products of 


Burpee’s “Seeds that Grow” 


Better write to Burpee, Philadelphia,—for new Complete Catalog. 
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STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 


Write for Information of New Low Cost Policy. 


Department 126. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


TOTAL INSURANCE IN FORCE, OVER 





JOHN F. DRYDEN, President 
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on Seven and One 
Million Policies. 


Paid Policyholders during 1907, over = ° 


Total Payments to Policyholders to December 3I, 190: over = 

Loans to Policynolders, on Security of their Policies, mber 31, 

Tax Payments by Com at &, in 1907, over « - =. 

REDUCTION IN EXP S IN 1907, on a Basis of t i 
Equal Premium bacacane in 1906 and 1907, nearly 


Gain in Insurance in Force, in 1907, over 84 Million Dollars 
This was a Greater Gain than in 1906. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


through its Splendid Equipment, Experience and Organization, Has Given, Since the Introduction of 


the New Industrial Policy and 





New Low Cost Ordinary Policy More Life Insurance for Less Money 


Than Ever Before. 


The Prudential Insurance Co.. of America 


Incorporated as a Stock Company by the State of New Jersey ~ 
Home Office, NEWARK, N, J. 


(Lesson for March 22) MARCH 7, 1908 


72 Million Dollars 


Life Insurance, Issued and Paid for during 1907, on over 1,500,000 Policies, is the Magnificent Record of 


THE PRUDENTIAL 
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Old Surgeon 
Found Ceffee Caused Hands to Tremble 


The surgeon’s duties require clear 
judgment and a steady hand, A slip or 
an unnecessary incision may do irrepar- 
able damage to the patient. 

When he found that coffee drinking 
caused his hands to tremble, an IIl. 
surgeon conscientiously gave it up and 
this is his story: 

‘*For years I wasa coffee drinker, 
until my nervous system was nearly 
broken down, my hands trembled so I 
could hardly write, and insomnia tor- 
tured me at night. 

‘* Besides, how could I safely perform 
operations with unsteady hands, using 
knives and instruments of precision? 
When I saw plainly the bad effects of 
coffee, I decided to stop it, and three 
years ago I prepared some Postum, of 
which I had received a sample. 

‘“The first cupful surprised me. It 
was mild, soothing, delicious. At this 
time I gave some Postum to a friend 
who was in a similar condition to mine, 
from the use of coffee. 

‘*A few days after, I met him and he 
was full of praise for Postum, declaring 
he would never return to coffee but 
stick to Postum. We then ordered a 
full supply, and within a short time my 
nervousness and consequent trembling, 
as well as insomnia disappeared, blood 
circulation became normal, no dizziness 
nor heat flashes. 

‘*My friend became a Postum enthu- 
siast, his whole family using it exclu- 
sively. 

‘* It would be the fault of the one who 
brewed the Postum, if it did not taste 
good when served. 

‘The best food may be spoiled if not 
properly made. Postum should be 
boiled according to directions on the 
pkg. Then it is all right, any one can 
rely on it. It ought to become the na- 
tional drink.” ‘*There’s a Reason.” 


Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, March 22, The wise use of 
influences. Eccl. 4: 9, 10; Prov. 
27 : 6, 9, 10, 17, 19. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Instructing others (Job 4 : 1-4). 

‘TUES.—Saving others (Dan. 12 : 1-3). 

WED.—The Spirit's anointing (1 John 2: 
20-24). 

THUR.—Testifying (Psa. 119 : 13, 41-46). 

FR!I.—Home influences (2 ‘Tim. 1 : 1-5). 

SAT.—Paul's influence (Acts 28 : 3¢, 31). 











Quote a dictionary definition of influence. 


Give instances where influence has been po- 
tent. 


Name some of the destroyers of wholesome 
influence. 


O ONE is without influence. Each of 
us has some one who sees what we do 
and who will be in some way affected 

by it. Often the weaker people are the very 
ones who wield influence over the stronger. 
Many a supposed strong character, if we 
could but see all that is going on, draws his 
strength from unnoticed sources, from the in- 
fluence of others who are out of sight. 
None of us need be discouraged because we 
think we have no influence to exert. 


We are responsible for our influence, or 
for the character which lies back of it. We 
may not say, ‘*I am living my own life. 
Others need not be influenced by me. I am 
not accountable for any influence I may 
have upon them.’’ We are members one of 
another and each one of us is responsible for 
the encouragements whether of good or of 
evil, and the discouragements whether. of 
evil or good, which flow out from us. 


% 


We are all exerting influence whether we 
mean to do so or not, What we say or do 





and what we are have effects upon the course 
of others. Our silent influence may be our 
most. powerful influence. Bushnell has a 
sermon on the subject from the text, ‘*‘ Then 
went in also that other disciple.’’ Peter did 
not ask John to go into the tomb, John ar- 
rived first but hesitated to enter. 
up and went in. His example emboldened 
John and he followed him. 


We ought to put forth all the influence we 
can. Our business is to find the truth and 
then to spread it. No one has a right to 
lead a selfish or negative life, a life that is 
content to search for itself without propa- 
gating. All of us are to be missionaries, 
Truth is to be spread over the world by men. 
Jesus told his disciples to go everywhere 
and to make disciples. There are those who 
smile at the missionary impulse as aeevorth | fou 
youthful and fanatical, but if truth is worth 
spending life to find, it is worth spending life 
to spread, 

% 


We wield a great influence by our common 
practises and our manners and spirit as surely 
as by our set efforts to mold and shape others! 
‘*Father,’’ says a boy, ‘‘ why do you tell me 
not to do so andso? You do it. May I 
not do what youdo?’’ The old advice, ‘‘ Do 
as I say, not as I do,’’ will not be accepted. 
He must be true himself who would teach 
the truth to others, 


Christ needs us in order that he may make 
his influence felt. He needs == in whom 
to reflect himself upon others. ‘* Let your 
light shine before men,’’ he said, “* that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.’’ In the fair 
lives of his children, their good deeds and 
loving service, the Father would be reflected. 
His influence would be felt. God waits to 
lighten and mold the world, upon the readi- 
ness of his children to let him put forth his 
influence upon the world through them. 

% 

‘** Personal influence is, on the whole, more 
effective than personal effort. Earnest en- 
deavor in the right direction is the best that 
most well-meaning men can do for a good 
cause; but the steady influence of a fine 


Peter came |’ 








character is yet better.”’—H. Clay Zrumbuli, 








haveearneda world-widereputation. Thou- 
sands of farmers and gardeners rely upon 
them absolutely because they are sure grow- 
ers. If you have never planted them, just 
try them this year. Our new catalogue helps 
solve all the problems of planting—will be 
likely to eet you right when in doubt. 





A LILY FROM JERUSALEM 


For the first time an of imes to is given to readers 
of The Sunday School ‘Times to grow in tbeir own 
homes a lily from the Holy Land. 
SEND 10 CENTS for three bulbs that 
may be planted at any time, and grow 
beautiful sacred lilies. 

32-page illustrated catalogue of 
Palestine helpful Sunday - school 
supplies free. Drop us a postal. 


HEBREW-CHRISTIAN 
PUBLISHING AND TRADING CO., 
144 Bible House. New York City 
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